








American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
July 3, 195) 
MEMORANDUM 
TO : Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 


USA Operations Mission, to Saudi Arabia 


Natura pe the en 


SUBJECT? Monthly Report -June 1954 


Preparation of reports occupied most of the time of the field party 
during the month, Field work consisted of completion of the astral 
control for the last of the aerial photography. The geography on 16 
sheets of the Quanfida-Lith block was finished and transmitted to 
Washington for printing. Seven sheets remain in the vicinity of Lith. 
Field work, including sampling, on a low-grade copper deposit in the 
northern Hejaz was completed and a report for the Finance Minister was 
nearly complete at the end of the month, Twenty-one water analyses 
were made including ten samples from the abandoned railroad between 
Medina and the Jordan border, 


Samples for petrographic and ppericlogs studies were prepared 
and shipped to the Geological Survey in Washington. Rough draft describing 
13 localities where the ancient people mined were also prepared during 
the month. 
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American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
June 30, 1954 


MEMORANDUM 


TO : Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


—, } 
FROM +: Lawrence W. Smith} Chi Pax. 
Public ma. tated shld Asi 


SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report,“ June 1954 


Divisional activity for the subject period is as follows: 


1. A recommendation looking forward to a Records Management Program 
was submitted to the Minister of Finance through H. E. Abdul Aziz Sulaiman 
on June 20. In substance, this paper mentioned the considerations involved 
in a modern records management program and suggested that the objectives 
might be achieved through: 


a. Selection of a carefully chosen Saudi for training for from 
six months to a year in the United States in records management. (Hassan 
Nasser, who speaks English well and has some training in microfilming, was 
recommended. ) 


b, Addition of a Records Management Specialist to the Public 
Administration Staff of the Mission to work with the Saudi records officer 
in the installation of a modern records program in the Ministry of Finance 
and subsequently other Ministries, 


ec. Development during the interval required for action upon (a) 
and (b) above of necessary legal sanctions and procedures for a records 
management program. 


The arrangement was made with Shaikh Mohammed Baharath, secretary of 
the Minister of Finance for an introductory conference with the Minister 
which occurred June 21. His Excellency Abdulla Sulaiman courteously 
received the Chief of the Division and received a verbal outline of activi- 
ties and plans. He expressed particular interest in the records program, 
customs activities, and educational emphasis. He indicated that he would 
like to select four officials to receive training with the Mission. It was 
indicated that he would receive a communication from us on this matter at a 
later date. He also indicated interest in being approached directly on 
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Mission business. Accordingly, our future reports will be submitted to 
His Excellency, with necessary copies to other officials concerned. It is 
believed that the introduction to the Finance Minister will be very helpful 
to the objectives of this Division, 


The first section of the Export-Import Statistical project (Commodity 
Classification) was completed, translated and submitted to H.E. Shaikh 
Abdullah Sulaiman, Minister of Finance, This work is going along very satis- 
factorily so far and with excellent cooperation. We are still, however, 
searching for a satisfactory counterpart for Mr. George. Now that we have 
met H.E. Abdullah Sulaiman, we hope to have a satisfactory answer to this 
problem next month. 


A brochure was prepared, translated to Arabic, and mimeographed explaining 
opportunities available through FOA with respect to business and industrial 
development. The publication is being distributed through the Director, 

Bureau of Mines and Companies and the three Chambers of Commerce offices in 
Jidda, Mecca, and Dammam. 


This Division has been requested to prepare a recommendation for estab- 
lishment of a national statistical program. Since it will not be possible 
at this time to accomplish the study and research essential to develop 
specific requirements and procedures for this Country, our presentation will 
be confined to general considerations involved in an approach to any national 
statistical program. If it is desired that FOA render further assistance with 
this project, we will recomnend, as in the case of records management, the 
three essentials to any large project in which this Division may become 
involved: Preparation here of plans, procedures and necessary legal measures, 
a capable English-speaking Saudi for training, if necessary in the U.S., and 
an FOA specialist to assist in implementation of the work, With regard to 
the statistics specialist required, the project would serve as a logical 
extension of Mr, George's present assignment. If this could not be arranged, 
a replacement would be required. 


An objective of this Division is an educational program closely related 
to other program developments. Although the specific design of what can be 
accomplished here is not as yet clear, some action has been taken in direc- 
tions in which interest has been expressed. Talks have been given to the 
Saudis selected to attend the seminar at the American University at Beirut, 
July 3 - 31 and were apparently well received. Further attention will be 
given to this group upon their return. In a sense this will serve as a 
"pilot" experiment to ascertain what can be accomplished with the student of 
no more than Saudi secondary education, Request has been received from the 
General Manager of the Jidda Ministry of Finance to deliver similar talks to 
a more advanced group. Contact has been maintained with Saudis who have 
received some education in the United States with the possible view of using 
them as instructors sometime in the future. At an early date, a trip will 
be made to the American University of Beirut to investigate possible loan of 
lecturers, prepared Arsbic-inglish translations of texts on public adminis- 
tration subjects, and for discussion of teaching methods used in public 
administration classes for Middle Hast students. It is as yet too early 
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to outline a suggested curriculum and related arrangements for an estab- 
lished school. 


Requests for consultations on public administration problems from 


ask officials of the Ministry of Finance are increasing. Next week, we have 


appointments to assist the Division of Income Tax and Zakat in starting a 
minimum program of statistics, and with the assistant to the General Manager 
of the Jidda office on revisions of personnel regulations. 


Despite certain problems affecting the Mission as a whole, in confors- 
ance with your advice, we have continued to operate on the concept of a 
long term public administration program. In this connection, we cannot over- 
emphasize the necessity for the prompt filling of certain existing vacancies. 
Work on customs procedures should be going forward now in relation to other 
activities, The SAG has considerable current interest in accounting improve- 
ments, The replacement for John Bode as Mission Comptroller should be 
arranged immediately and before the host government interest lags or until 
exhaustion of the contract term of Mr. Bode. 


Mr, Robert Kennedy arrived here June 22 for consultation on Customs 
problems, We are finding his presence here very valuable, particularly fron 
the standpoint of guidance to present Divisional personnel who are thus 
taking advantage of his previous long and successful experience in this 
country. Program-wise he is concerning himself with the plans and mechanics 
employed by SAG to place into effect the new customs bill of entry which is 


now printed and ready for release. 


i () Q 7 
; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (/) 


OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
POINT 4 


American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
June 30, 1954 





MEMORANDUM 


TO : Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


™ \ 


FROM : Edward F,.Sinelain, Chief 4 
Traneportation ey Division 


SUBJECT¢ Monthly Progress Report * June 1954 


Mr. A. W. Van Dyke, Highway Engineer from the Transportation 
Division, FOA/W, arrived here on June 7 and left on June 9. During his 
stay, the highway problems of Saudi Arabia were discussed with Mr. Corson. 
I took Mr. Van Dyke to see Mr. Fuad A, Zahed, Chief Highway Engineer 
for the Ministry of Communications, and we all went over the various 
problems confronting this country with respect to its highway construc- 
tion. I then took Mr. Van Dyke to the Aramco offices in Jidda and we 
discussed with Mr. J. Knight the highway situation from the Aramco 
point of view. Mr. Van Dyke seemed to be well pleased with his visit to 


Jidda, 
We are still awaiting action on the part of the Council of 


Ministers with respect to various project agreements which they have 
before them covering transportation and communications, 
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American imbassy 
Hidde, Saudi Arabla 
dume 28, 195), 
MEMORANDUM 
TO: Mr. Harland J» Cowaon, Director 


PROM: We dyfidens, Chiefy Agriew\ture Division 
SUBZEOYs, Monthly Activity Report - June 195); 


CRIEIQ 


dune has been another month of waiting for project signatures. Cone 
Sequently technical assistance activities are practically nil, Study and 
assistance have progressed om a onseway route to the point where it appears 
folly w go further without active cooperation aid assistance by the Minis 
try of Agriculture, 


OPERATIONS SUMMARY 


Mr, Parker made a trip vo Asmara and Addis Ababa to study Livestock 
programs wider way in that county, and to investigate the sumply of feeds 
that could be shipped to Saudi Arabia. 041 meals or cake, Durra and barley 
ave in abundant supply in Nuidoplas Fish meal can be obtained in Asuara. 


Mr. Gibbs has made a solls study of Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman's fara 
and made a report to him to be used in planning future land and water mane 


agement, 
Mre Schwan is weiting a report on Arabian ranges, 


Mr. Rountree has continued to work with farmers in Wadis Khulais and 
Fatina relative to seeds distributed earlier, Results thus far have been 
good, Rountree is now making a survey of agronomic problems in the Eastern 
Province 


lic, Rarhan continues to visit and advise with the farmers of Hotuf. 





“a 


June 28, 1954 
MEMORANDUM: 


TO: Mr Harland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Jeannette EB. Potter, et Nurse 
Health and Sanitation Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly report,Health and Sanitation Division, June 1954 


Malaria gate 
e temporary camp site at Wadi Khulais is sufficiently 


completed to enable the work to proceed through the first part of the 
sumer, The use of the trailer has improved the living and working 
conditions greatly, Sufficient supplies, which had been on local US 
requisition, were obtained this past month, 

The mosqiito larave collection stations were revisited and 
checked for larvae. The anophelene mosquito larvae were found very low 
in number and all stations were negative after 50 to 100 dips. These 
stations will be checked continually in order to determine the best time 


for DDT spraying. 


Sanit 

With the 1954 Hag rapidly approaching preparations at the new 
Quarantine Station have increased to fever pitch. Within another month 
it is anticipated that the station will be ready to care for any 
epidemic that may occur during the pilgrimage, 

It is hopefully anticipated that the USAOM supplied equipment 
will be delivered to the Station within a few days, so that installation 
can begin. Status of this equipment: 

1, Boilers & accessories - arrived jidda May 30,1954. Final 
clearance subject to payment of dock & customs charges by the Ministry 
of Health, 

2. Fans - arrived Jidda June 6, 1954. Now being cleared by the 
Ministry of Health, 

4. Water softeners - No information. 


GOVENCO ~ working for the 3.A.G. has completed the network of 
salt water piping and will soon be ready to connect up with the distribution 
system of the Quarantine Station, They have also completed a new morgue 
and several kilometers of paved road within the compound, 

Alterations advised by the USAOM Engineer for the installation of 
equipment have been carried out. 

Dr Shoukri, Egyptian Bacteriologist has arrived to take charge of 
the Laboratory at the Station. 





I i tial 


Public Health Nursing 


During the last two weeks of the month some progress has been made 
in getting the Maternal and Child Health Center into operation. Dr Ehsan, 
Pediatrician, arrived from Egypt to serve the Center. We spent several 
days together setting up the Center with the equipment now available. 

On June 17th Dr Shuman, Director of Preventive Medicine,Ministry of 
Health advised us that the Center was to open on June 19th, We opened the 
Center on this date but up until now few patients have found us, I 
just learned that the opening has not been officially announced in the 
papers as yet. 

On June 21st the graduate-nurse-midwife arrived from Mecca and is 
living at the Center. She has worked in Health Centers in Egypt and is 
familiar with the program, 

There are still many administrative details that mst be solved if 
the Center is to function well, 


Oth 
Dr Awad (3.A.G.Ministry Health) and Dr Butler reviewed Dr Awad's 
list of equipment for the Vaccine Laboratory on June 21,1954, At that 


time it was decided that Dr Awad would take the list and add more specifie 
specifications to the list and return it as soon as possible, Dr Awad did 
not keep a June 26 appointment and has not returned the list to date. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
POINT 4 





June 28, 1954 
MEMORANDUM: 


TO: Mr Harland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Jeannette E, Potter, Chief Nurse Aa \ye 


Health and Sanitation Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly report,Health and Sanitation Division, June 1954 


Malaria Control 

The temporary camp site at Wadi Khulais is sufficiently 

completed to enable the work to proceed through the first part of the 

summer, The use of ¢ trailer has improved the living and working 
conditions greatly, Sufficient supplies, which had been on local US 
requisition, were obtained this past month, 

The mosqiito larave collection stations were revisited and 
checked for larvae. The anophelene mosquito larvae were found very low 
in number and all stations were negative after 50 to 100 dips. These 
stations will be checked continually in order to determine the best time 
for DDT spraying, 


Sanitary Engineering 
With the 1954 ee idly approaching prepa arations at the new 


Quarantine Station have increased to fever pitch. Within another month 
it is anticipated that the station will be ready to care for any 
epidemic thet may occur during the pilgrimage. 

It is hopefully anticipated that the USAOM supplied equipment 
will be poe to the Station within a few days, so that installation 
can begin. Status of this equipments 
1. Boilers & accessories - arrived jidda May 30,1954. Final 
clearance subject to payment of dock & customs pple by the Ministry 
of Health. 

2. Fans = arrived Jidda June 6, 1954. Now being cleared by the 
Ministry of Health, 

3, Autoclaves ~ Due July 4, 1954 
4, Water softeners - No informat 

















GOVENCO + £ the-Sx has completed the network of 
salt water pip ioe and will soon be — to connect up wit th t he distribution 
system of the Q Qu “antine Station. They have also completed a new morgue 
! J. kilonet : } he compound. 


Alterations advised by ‘ba SAO Engineer for the installation of 
equipment have been carried out. 
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Dr Shoukri, Egyptian Bacteriologist has arrived to take charge of 
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the Laboratory at the Station, 
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MEMORANLUY 
TO 1 Drs Weds Bdons,/Chiet 
Agrtoalture Divieton 


PROM ot He BS. Schwan 
Desert Nange Conservationist 


supaact: onthdy Progress leport = Jane 2954 


y 


There-has been no accomplishment to report. The month of June 
was spent on a report on Arabian ranges, on correspondence and on 
other unproductive office work. 
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April 25, 1954 


10: Mr Harland J, Corson, Director, USAOM 

FROM: Jeannette E. Potier, Chief Nurse, Div, Health & Sanitation, USAOM 
st 

Subjeet: Monthly Report,Div. Health and Sanitation, USAOM, April 1954. 


» Ue 
Malaria Control, 
The Ministry of Health has paaroved in iple the over-all work 
plan for health program in Wadi Khulais and Dr has requested that we 


continue with the work there. They have not as yet determined within the 
Ministry of Health just how they will handle ib financially, but have 
oorumet to furnish 8,A.G, personnel and equipment needed for the work in 


Dr Shuman left for Geneva on April 19th; however in a long conference 
with him we agreed on a plan of action to be followed until his return from 


abroad sometime in June, 


A number of conferences have been held with the Ministry of Health on 
the proposed imounization project. A draft of a cooperative agreement has 
been prepared and forwarded to the Ministry of Health for their coments and 
suggestions. In substance this draft contained the proposals set forth in 
a letter from Mr Corson to the Minister dated February 6, 1954. 


Sanitation, 


There has been considerable activity at the Quarantine Station during 
the past month, although very little has been accomplished specifically. No 
work has been done on the disinfection building other than the one day's 
work done while Mr Skrinde was on the field trip to Gizan. 


A number of conferences have been held with the GOVENUO engineers and 
we have planied together all the details of installation of the autoclaves, 
boilers,fans and storage tanks when they arrive from the United States, 
Notice has been received that the boilers will arrive in Jidda about April 
30,1954, but no word has been received on the rest of the USAOM equipment, 


At the request of the Ministry of Health WHO has purchased equipment 
for the hospibals at the station and approximately 75 packing cases of this 
equipment have been delivered to the Quarantine Station, 5.A.G. has made a 
total allocation of 2,850,000 riyals to the Quarantine Station for this 
equipment and to date approximately 2,300,000 have been spent by the Ministry 
of Health, 


8.A.G. has ordered the Jidda Water Company to constrpet a larger 
pipeline from the water main at the King's palace to the Quarantine Station, 
A four inch line was advised, but it is now rumored that a six inch line is 
to be installed. 
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A salt water well has been drilled at the Station, to be used for 
flushing sewers and possibly for showers. It is not very brackish at the 
present time but will probably become more so as more water is pumped, ‘Ihe 
well pumps at least 300 GPM, 


No arrangements have been completed to have the Quarantine Station 
supplied with electric power, 


Maternal and dhild Health, 


Numerous conferences have been held with Dr Shuman at the Ministry of 
Health during the month in an effort to speed up the preparations for the 
opening of the Maternal and Child Health Center. The rent was paid by USAOM 
for one year effective as of March 4, 1954. 


There seems to be little ehance of having electric power or water at bhe 
Center at this time, The water company will connect their lines after they 
have installed larger main line pipes, The electric company does not have 
enough electricity at this time, nor do they have transformers as yet. Dr 
Shuman hes made arrangements with the Ministry waber truck to deliver water 
to the Center and the Owner of the building has installed an electric pump 
and run a line across the street from his own generator ot operate it for 
the time being, The Ministry has supplied primos stoves and Caleman lanterns, 
While this is not ideal the Center could function with theses facilities 
for the time being. However since Dr Shuman has left the country to attand 
meetings in Geneva it has been impossible to reach anyone in the Ministry 
to move the program along. 


Dr Shuman requested on April llth that the nurse-midwives be sent over 
from Mecca, to date they have not arrived. The Dr from igypt is still 
awaiting her visa, but is ready to come to Jidda as soon as she receives it. 


Dr Kushutje seems to have some doubts that the Center can operate with 
the pr-sent facilities but has not been available for conferences, 


Dr Shousha,WHO Regional Director visited the office during the month. He 
stated that WHO has dropped its plans for MCH work here since we have already 
started the program. WHO does plan to begin a Tubereulosis Control program 
and to begin a training program for male nurses in the near future for SAG, 


USA OPERATIONS NISSTON'TO SAUDI AnABla 
Tidde 


april 2h, 1954 


1u/OR ADU 


TO; Mr, Herland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arable 


FROM: J. Miles Butler, Malariologist 
Health and Senitetion vivision 


SUBJECT: Monthly Keport - April 1954 


In a conference with vbr. Shuman, I was informed thet the 
Ministry approves, in principle, the over-all plan of work 
in Health for Wadd Khulais; however, there is some question 
within thelr own Ministry as to how it will be financial 
handled. I have heen asked by Dr. Shuman to carry on wi 
the work in Khulefs until they oan reach an internal ngree- 
ment end officially approve the work plen and its expendi- 
tures, 


Dr. Shuman has continued to furnish 5.4.6. personnel and 
equipment assigned to the work in Khulais 


A number of conferences have been held with Dr. Shuman 
this month on the proposed immunization project. The program 
officer, Mr. Hazelton, has prepared a draft (agereement for 
e cooperstive immunization project) which has been approved 
by mr. Corson, translated into arabic and forwarded to the 
SeAeG. Ministry of Health for their consideration and suggestions, 
In substance, this draft contained the proposals set h in 
a letter to the minister, dated February 6, 1954, from Mr, 
Corson. 


Dr. Shuman left for Geneve on April 19th; however, I 
had a long conference with him on April léth, at which time 
we agreed on a plan of action to be followed until his 
tenative return sometime in June. The USAOMfSA Division of 
Heelth and Sanitation will continue to contact the 3.4.0. 
Ministry of Health through Dr. Kushutje, 


APRIL 24, 1954 
although very little has been accomp 
on Agreement Project specifically, 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
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Division of Health and Sanitation, USA0M 
FROM: Rolf T, Skrinde, Sanitary Mnginoer 
Division of Health and Sanitation, USA0M 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report, March, 1954 through April 22, 1954 


There has been considerable activity at the Quarantine Sta 


during the past 
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riyals to this anount, 
spent approxiaately 2,300,000 riyals this total allocation, 


Approxinatley seventy five packing eases of hospital equipment 
have hey delivered to the Quarantine Statlon, They 


have 
SAG has ordere’ Sh, Osan Te Osman of the Jidda Water Departuent to 
construct a veter pipeline from the water main at the 
tha Quarantine Station, The construction of this line is now in 
progress, “he original request for a foureinch line was submitted by 
both an igyptian hydraulies eugineer and uyself im previous reports to 
the Ministry of Health. It is nov rumored that the line will be cix 
inches in diameter, which vould of course be much more desirable, 
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Tt wes decided to drill a salt water wall at the Statlon for the 
purposes of flushing the sewers end perhaps serving ag shower water, This 
has been completed, and the well pwaps at least 300 GPM, whieh was the 
Capacity of the pump used for test, The wter is not extremely brackish 
at the present tims, but the salt content will probsbly {neresso with 
constant pumping, 


The Quarantine Station is stil) without electric power, and 
COVENC? has not been instrvetol to roeeed with the building of a 
power station, The present status of the power situation is rather 
Complex, SAG has con?incated two electric generators which vere 
purciiased for the Coca Cola plant, ‘heir combined capacity totals 
272 Ki, COVENC engineers estimate that the requirenents will be 
approxiuately 1,000 KW, hovever, ani therefore the return of thease 
plante to thelr owners 48 being oonsidered, Meanwhile, several Jidda 
merchants are bidding for the contract to supply two 500-%i generators, 
No decisions have bean reached as yat, but the altornatives appear to 
be (1) return the two rmerators to Coca Cole ard watt for the larger 
plants to be shipped fron Sermany requiving two to thres aonths at Least, 
or (2) inetal? the tvo enoll plants now end add the other tvo later, 


De, Shousha hae afrinod SAG not $4 bulld a bakery af the Station, 
ee originally planed, The bread vi?) be purchased Instead in Jidde 
fron existing tokertes, 


fo reply has been recefved from the Pormtit Co, concerning water 
softeners, Dr. Sadek esked thatye refrain from ordering softeners 
until a Wi) engineer arrives, vio will be concerned with the Laundry 
bullding and equipment In gneral, 


Armangenents have been mats v'ta the Ministry of tlealth for me to 
proceed to Dhahran to eontu’! with ireaco m water softening and other 
engineering probleas relating > the Dislalostdon Building equipment 
at the earliest convenian’ ‘'y., 


we 
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April 22, 1954 





T0t Mr H. J. Corson, “Lreetor, USAC 
FROM? Jeannette E. Potter, “hief Nurse,Div, Health & Sanitation, USAOM 
Subject: Monthly Report Maternal & Child Health Program, April 1954 


Numerous conferences have been held with Dr Shuman during the month 
in an effort to speed up progress in preparing the Maternal and Child Health 
Center for opening. by Mareh 31, 1954 it was agreed that the rent on the 
building should be paid since the owner had completed most of the minor 
additions that were requested. ‘Therefore the necessary paper work was 
completed and the rent was paid by USAOM on April 17, 1954 for one year, 
effective from the date the Contract was signed, which was March 4, 1954. 


The Jidda “lectric Company still ha@ no transformers so cannot cémect 
the house to the main city current at this time, Therefore the Quer has 
installed an electric pump and has run a line from his own personal 
generator to run the water pump, He has been most cooperative in helping to 
get the building ready, To be sure we have had to rewind hin a number of 


times, 


There is still the problem of personnel. On April 11, 1954 a request 
was made to Dr Shuman to have the nurses sent over from Mecca, At that time 
it was thought that they would be here in 2 - 3 days. They have not arrived 
yet. The Yoctor from Egypt has signed her contract and is ready to come to 
Jidda, but is awaiting her visa which has not been granted as yet, As soon 
as she receives it she will come to Jidda, 


We are still awaiting some of the supplies that the Ministry is to 
bring frou/¥@@t&, ‘These are a must before the Venter can be gotten ready 
for operation, Uquipment at best will be rather sketchy until the order from 
the States arrives late in the sumer, 


On April l5the the Center was visited in company of Dr Shuman and Dr 
Kushutje, Secretary General of the Ministry of Health, as he will be in 
charge while Dr Shuman is out of the Country. Dr Shuman left for Geneva on 
April 19th and I have been unable to contact Ur Aushutje since that time, 
Therefore things seen to be at a stamdstill until he can be reached, He has 
now gone to Mecea for several days and Yussef the Interpreter for tie Health 
Division will try to contact him in Mecca for me, 


The few USAOM supplies that have arrived for the Center are still in 
Customs, Every effort will be made to get the Genter into operation, using 
the limited supplies available. This will depend upon the Ministry of Health. 
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Dr *housha, WHO Regional Director and Dr Naszif, WHO Public Health 

Adv isor to Saudi Arabia visited the office during the month. Dr Shousha 
informed us that he has ordered the Medical supplies and equipment for the 
Quarantine station hospibals and laboratories and that much of it is already 
in the country. This was done at the request of the Saudi Government, 


Dr Shousha also stated that they had originally planned to start a 
Maternal and Child Health Program but that since we are begining this 
program that they have dropped their plans, He also advised us that WHO 
does plan to begin a Tuberculosis Yontrol Program and a Training Prograa for 
Male Nurses for Saudi Arabia soon, 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 


May 27, 1954 


MEMCRANTUH 
TO t Mr, Harland J, Corson, 
WA Operations Mission to. Sal sri 


FROX +: Lawrence W, ea oe cE 
Public Administration” Division //, ‘JW 


SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report - May 1951, 


4} 


The Statistics Specialist ie now engaged in making a survey of the 
work procedures, and the practices followed in commodity and country 
classification, coverage, and valuation in the Saudi Arabian foreign 
trade statistics at Customs, Considerable attention during the period 
wes given to the problea of establishing an adequate Comoodity Classi- 
fication Schedule for presentation of import-export statistics. 


Activities of the Business Law Specialist during the month were 
directed toward developing necessary personal contacts and background 
in existing legal procedures, practices and published material relating 
to the organization and operation of companies, Worthwhile conferences 
wore held with Shamir Shamma, one of the few attorneys in Jidda; Alex 
McCloud, and Rasem Khalidi of the Monetary Agency, and Shaikh Ahmed 
Saleh Ba'aishon, President of the Commercial Court. Introductory and 
orientation meetings were held with His ixcellency, Shaikh Abdul Aziz, 
Assistant Deputy Minister of Finance, and Say'd Sani Kutbi of the Bureau 
of Minee and Companies, within whoge jurisdiction company legislation 
falls, Preliminary attontion was given to the possibility of enlisting 
the Saudis in the Contact Clearing Service, an exchange of opportunity 
ideas conducted by the Office of Small Business, FOA/W, Similar attention 
was directed toward a service regarding small factory plans, The latter 
service is offered by the Industrial Prograns Division, FUA/W, 


The Public Administration Division completed survey of that portion 
of the Yinistry of Tinance which is under the jurisdiction of H.i. Abdul 
Agig. Further work on the review project will be delayed pending confer- 
ence with H.%, Abdulla Suleiman, Minieter of Finance, A recommendation 
from Sey'd Sami Kutbi has gone forward to the Minister of Finance to this 
effect. 


OTe, O 





Further activities of the Division included the following: 


1, Review at the request of &, T, Sanders, UNTAA, of the organiza- 
tional aspects of a recommendation for a new Engineering ‘ivision for 
the Ministry of Comnunications, 


2. Arrangements for a series of talks on Public Administration 
natters to the six Saudis who have been selected to attend the Public 
Administration Seminar at Beirut, July 3 - 31. These will begin shortly 
after fanadan, 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


TECHN IGAd -COGRERATION- ADMHN Ht RATION 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 





June 1, 1954 


MEMORANDUM 


TO : Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


FROM : Glen F. Brown, Chief Goon Grew 


Natural Resourtes Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly Report - May 1954 
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Reconnaissance mapping of geology and geography continued during 
the month. Arrangements were made with the Arabian American Oil 
Company to prepare a joint geologic map of the peninsula in accordance 
with the Finance Minister's order of October 25, 1953, and work on 
the compilation was started during the month. A map on a seale of 
1 = 4,000,000 will be presented within a few weeks, followed by sheets 
prepared on a scale of 1 - 500,000, 
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American Embassy - Jidda 


June 1, 1954 


tu : Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 
USA Operations on to Saudi Arabia 





any Monthly Report - May 1954 
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Project agreements for 1954 have not been signed by the Minister 
of Agriculture, jiowever, this is expected to take place in the near 
future, Time has become very short for using FY 1954 funds, and the 
continued delay tends to create personnel problems. 


Yay is the month of Ramadan and activity by division personnel and 
their counterparts has been almost at a standstill. Project agreements 
to establish a school of agriculture and an Agricultural Extension Ser- 
vice are being written for discussion with the Minister of Agriculture 
under the proposed 1955 budget. 


Qperations Sunmary 


The study of Date Varieties by Mir. Nixon is ready to be bound when 
mimeographing of manuscript can be completed, The bulletin he jas 
written on "The Culture of Dates in the Eastern Province", is now being 
critiqued and will be ready for printing in the near future, 


“ir, Parker is in Ethiopia studying livestock and problems encountered 
there, Earlier in the month he opened the pit silo in Wadi Xhulais to 
demonstrate to farmers how succulent feed can be provided livestock at 
any tine of the year and how green feeds in season can be preserved in 
this manner, This demonstration was on the farm of a leading Shaikh in 
the Khulais comunity, 


At the request of “r. Mohamued #1 Mousley, a Jidda merchant, Messrs, 
Rountree, Parker, and Gibbs made a survey of this farm and recommended 


a system of farming to follow, 






Mr, Rountree has continued to work with the few farmers in Wadd 
© Fatima to whom seed and fertilizer were distributed, Resulte have been 
" satisfactory, 


Mr, Barham at Hofuf reports that fhrners are well pleased with the 
seed furnished to then for planting. Vegetables from these seeds sold 
on the local suq have created much favorable coment, 


Having visited important farming areas, Mr. Gibbs ie making plans 
for soil and water studies to be conducted at Wadi Khulais, Hofuf, Qatif, 
and Dammam, It is planned thet much tine will be given to instructing 


farmers in water management, 


The Water Spreading and Range Management Leaders Conference held 
at Amman, Jordan, was attended by Schwan, Edens, and Ibrahim Mohammed 
Abu Boutain, counterpart to Mr. Schwan in desert range management. 


Program Development 


None, other than to continue spade work preparatory to implementing 
project agreements. 


Agreements and Requests 
As yet, the Agriculture Division has not experienced the execution 


of a project agreement. All of the 1954 projects are under current 
negotiation by the Country Director alone and Saudi officiale at Riyadh, 
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USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


May 26, 1954 
Negi ult 


10: Mr Harland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations apogee reyes 


FROM; Jeannette B. Potter, Chief Nurse” 
Health and paar gineen Aviston 


SUBJECT: Monthly neport, Division Health and Sanitation - May 1954, 


Malaria Control 


The entire month has been spent in field work at Wadi Khulais. The 
time has been spent in preparing the field camp site so that it will be in 
readiness before the spray program begins in September. It also aids the 
city-bred Saudi Arabian personnel assigned to this program to adjust to 
dessert life so that when the program gets underway they can devote their 
time and energy to the program instead of constant attention to daily living 
necessities, Because of the intense heat and Ramadan the work has not 
proceeded as fast as desired. 


The campsite has been cleaned and set out in anorderly manner, A 
requisition has been placed for sufficient pipe and water tanks to supply the 
camp with water and eliminate the time required to haul water,, This will 
be most important when the time comes for mixing DDT and the actual spray 

programs begin in September, The supplies and equipment will be obtained 
either from the Ministry of Health stores or by USAOM local requisitions, A 
number of items have been on requisition for some time but have not been 


purchased as yet. 


During the next months the spraying equipment will be assembled, 
repaired and put in readinees for use. Yorkers will be secured through the 
Ministry of Health in time to train them in spray work, 


A continual check is being kept on the people for Malaria and on 
mosquito population in the Wadi Khulais villages, The Malariogolist hopes 
ain a small electric generator that may be used to show films in 
oq Mibiirba “odahdbd eit house: tpedyting te: thocptosle‘ia dhe asa peter 
beginning of the spraying program, It is hoped that this will be an 
securing their cooperation, It will also provide light for the caup, 


It is hoped that the necessary laboratory equipment requisitioned 

ugh FOAM some months ago will arrive before fall so that the laboratory 
set up ready for use, Plans are made to begin a survey for Bilharzia 

pe intestinal parasites as soon as the sntimalaria spraying is over, 
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Sanitary ingineering 


fiaaraaee soos Seine mt by the Saudi Government to 
all the necessary construction work at the Quarantine Station so 
it will be ready by July 1954 for the Pilgrims, 


USAOM plans for construction and remodeling of the buildings to 
house the USAOM equipment are being carried out by GOVMNCO. Twenty windows 
have been installed to increase light and ventilation in the Disinfection 
building. Counters have been completed in the reception area and will be 
built in the re-issue area after the installation of the suto~claves, 


The stean boilers will be housed in the building originally 
intended to be used as the morgue. This building is being enlarged to 
accomodate the boilers. It is located about two hundred feet from the 
Disinfection building, The Ministry of Health has decided that the morgue 
should be located outside the Quarantine Station compound and they have 


started a new building, 


The salt water system including piping, storage tank, and a large 
underground tank, is nearing completion. 


The six - inch transite water pipe line from Jidda is about fifty 
percent completed. Work has been slowed up during Ranadan as the laborers 
only work a few hours each day, 


The USAOM Sanitary Ingineer spent two weeks in Dhahran conferring 
with ARAMCO Engineers on problems relating to water softening, boiler 
installation and maintenance, steam line installation, fuel and reservoir 
location and the handking of the heat problem in the sutoclave rooms, This 
period of consultation was most helpful and afforded many new approaches to 
these problems, 


It is expected that all USAOM equipment for the Quarantine Station 
will arrive in Jidda by June 15, 1954. 


PibLie Heath Hursing 


There has been no progress in the development of the Maternal and 
Child Health progran in over a month. It has been impossible to contact any- 
one in the Jidda office of the Ministry of Health as only the Clerks have 
been on duty here. The Ministry of Health has given no indication as to its 
plans for staffing and opening the Center, 


USAOM has fulfilled its part of the agreement to date and can only 
await the Ministry decisions as to when the Center will begin to function, 
Many of the supplies requisitione by USAOM for the Center have arrived and all 
of them will be here within the next month, 
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Governwent still wishes WAM to furnish the 
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American Brbassy - Jidda 








May 29, 1954 


MEMORANDUM 


TO : Mr, Harlend J, Corson, Director, 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


FROM : lobert D, Dolley, Chief, 


‘duea tion. Division 
a 
SUBJECT» Monthly Report - May 1954 


A summer schoo] teacher training project for Saudi teachers at Taif 
was written for consideration of the Minister of Education. Six trainees 
in Public Administration were selected, received applications processed 
and sent to FOA/W for clearance to attend an Institute in Public Admin- 
istration et American University of Beirut, starting July 3 and closing 
July 31. Clearances were also secured for these trainees at AUB. 

A seventh training grant application for Comparative law study at 
New York University was processed and sent to POA/W, 


Serious attempt was made to send six teachers to the Sumer Institute 
at AUB, Notice of approval of the Inctitute by POA/W was received late 
in April and though the two months required for security clearance pre 
cluded the elapse of only two weeks for submission of applications to 
meet the scheduled deadlines of security and the opening of the sumner 
session on July 6, This was not sufficient time for the Minister to 
select his candidates, It was necessary to cance] further efforts in 
this connection as of the middle of the month. 


Textbooks and instructional material ordered for the Commercial School 
were renoved from Customs where they have been for four months, They have 
been placed in the warehouse awaiting the signing of the project agreement, 


The month of May has been a very busy one although there have been 
no significant developments, ‘uch upon current negotiations being 
carried on in Myadh with the Prime and our Country Director, 
Should 211 projects previously agreed upon be signed as the result of these 
conferences, the probleme of organization and work will be greater than 
ever ’ 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American tmbassy - Jidda 
April 25, 1954 
SEACRANDON 
TO: Harland J, Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


pawsarran lh Po Pang and assistance to a few farmers in Wadis 
Bhulais and Fatine, as as at Mofuf, 


The Division was visited by a Range Management and Water Spreading 
team consisting of three alists fron the States, Much of their 
assistance was ed by having their travel restricted while 


OPERATIONS SUMMARY 


Activities during April have been almost at a standstill except for 
further  aleenteny studies. Project agreements for 195), await signature 
by the of Agriculture, 


Mr. Gibbs completed his visit to the Avir-Tihama area where he made 
a study pertaining to soils, crops, livestock, available water and food 
supplies, Tine vad spent with Dr. Alvin D. ayers, Soil Scientist, U.S, 
Salinity Laboratory, Riverside, California, 


Mr. Parker accompanied itr, jarhan to Hofuf were an intensive study 
of livestock conditions was made, There was mech more livestock in this 
oasis than was expected, Mr. Leo F, McAteer, representative of Reynolds 
Metals Company, was contacted to learn what success he was having with the 
aluminum foil experiment at Al Kharj. 


Mr. Rountree has continued work with a few farmers in Wadie Khulais 
and Patima, Corn side«dressed with 16-2000 fertiliser is responding very 
well, and one farmer, at Mr. Rountree's wuggestion, has begun spreading 





It should be stated that the Chief of the Agriculture Division was 
of 
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not notified of the visit of the 
ing team until about one week before its arrival, ‘he Mission should have 
been notified at least one month earlier so that adequate time would have 
been available for clearing matters with the Ministry, 

Mr. Robert B, Thrailkill, Assistant Director of the Regional Locust 
Control program, visited the Mission for the purpose of offering to the 
Ministry for a limited time its facilities and technicians in supplying 
a denonstrational control unit for various crop insects in the Al Khars 
and Riyadh areas, 

PROBLEMS 

1. Getting 195) project agreements signed by the Minister of Agriculture, 
2, Making the best use of all personnel concerned, 

3. Housing for Mr. Barham at Hofuf, 


he Improved transportation for Mr. Barham at Hofuf, 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
American Embassy - Jidda 





May 1, 1954 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: Mr. Harland J. Corson, Chief 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Robert D, Dolley/“Chiet 
Edueation Diviei 


SUBJECT: Monthly report for April 


Aside from the processing of four training grant applications, 
numerous conferences on educational matters and communications 
with POA/W on trainees, and summer training conferences; the month's 
activities have been one of keeping abreast of developments in the 
Council of Ministers meeting in Riyadh and trying to anticipate 
the signing of project agreements. 
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April J; 1954 


MEMORANDUM 


Ms: Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 
USA Operatione Miesion to Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Glen F, ed, 
Netural Resou pieion 


SUBJECT: Monthly Report - April 1954 


Reconnaissance mapping of goology and geography continued . . 
during the month, Work was continued on gold-bearing quarts veins 
found northeset of Bisha, on old workinge in the vicinity of 
Khurma, and in the mountains between (ham: and Wad4 Ahsaba within 
the Quinfida-Lith block, Of immediate interest in this region was 
the discovery of a possible roadway fron Lith to the Qizan basin 
near the foet of the Asir scarp, This region, which is mostly 
wnexplored, is densely populated with numerous villigee and large 
areas of cultivation, Wadis Hali, Raish, Gashar, Jabola, Ghat, and 
Yiba wers found to bs perennial stroans for many kilometers along 
their upper courses, A lead-bearing vein system in marble and an 
outerop of copper~boaring sulphides were found during the reconnaissance, 


The field vork on the laterite beds li the Sirat of the Asiy 
was completed during the month and a small iron deposit was 
examined on top cf Jebel Suda, weet of Abha, Samples of the laterite 
were crushed and split; fractions were sent to Washington for analysis, 
A map based on aerial photographs and showing the laterite beds was | 
nearly complete at the end of the month. 
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April 27, 1954 





10: Mr, Marlend J, Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 





pry 
SUBJECT: Monthly report = Apri 


Still waiting on advices of results of the meeting now being 
held at Riyadh by the Council of Ministers as te Agreemnts for 
thie Division, 


Held two discuseions with Fuad A, Zahed, Chief Engineer, 
Ministry of Cowaunicatdons, regarding plans for work as and when 


Agreenonts were signed, 


Discussion with representative of Philips' Industries, 
Holland, regarding radio comaunication system for Saudi Arabia. 


brew up Agreements covering inprovements to Gisan iarbor, 
construction of Abha Dem and the construction of five main 


highways. 


Two discuesions with representative of International Automatic 
Hlectric Jorp., Chicago, regarding automatic telephone for Aiyadh, 
“ecca, and Medina, 


EFSinclair: 
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April 25, 195), 
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The Diviaion was visited by a Range Management and Water Spreading 
beg omer rope Dyed open Much of their 
was by having their travel restricted wile 


consisting of 


Tine was spent ith Dre Alvin D. Ayers, Soil Scientist, U.S, 


Laboratory, Riverside, California, 


Mr. Gibbs completed his visit to the Acir~fihema area where he made 
a study pertaining to soils, crops, livestock, available water and food 


salinity 


Mr. Parker accompanied Mr, jarhan to Hofuf were an intensive study 
of livestock conditions was made, There was much more livestock in this 


aluminum foil experiment at Al Kharj. 
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Making the best use of all personnel concerned, 
Housing for Mr. barhan at Hofuf, 


.D 


Improved transportation for Mr, Barham at llofuf, 
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TO: Harland J, Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Lawrence W. Smith, Chief P 
Public Administrat. 


SUBJECT: Monthly report - April 1954 


~. 


During the cited report period, the Public Administration Division 
was reactivated with the arrival of the following personnel: 


William C, George, Statistical specialist March 20 
Lawrence W, Smith, Chief of division Merch 29 
Mary i, Parrish, Secretary April 20 
Joseph P, Farrell, Business law specialist April 23 


At the outset, the Country Director and other personnel of the 
Mission provided every assistance to the new arrivals officially, and 
with respect to living arrangements, John Bode, Budget and Finance 
Officer of the Mission, wes transferred to the Public Administration 
staff as Accounting Specialist. Although SAG has not as yet initiated 
action for the establishment of a new Comptroller General agency, the 
recruitment of a man to perform Mr. Bode's present functions for the 
Mission justifies the most rapid action, Specifically, Mr. Bode would 
be of great value now in connection with the work which is going forward 
with the Ministry of Finance, 


The news that Kenneth Linden has refused assignment here as Customs 
Procedures Specialist was most depressing, SAG has been looking forwerd 
with considerable anticipation to this assistance and liaison work 
during the current month has appeared to esteblish us exceedingly well 
with the Directorate of Customs, It is hoped that another man will be 
recruited for this vacancy as well qualified as Linden, Since such 
action is presently indefinite, 1 would like to suggest that arrangements 
be made for a short visit from Bob Kennedy, It is believed that the 
visit would well justify its cost in assistance to Mr. George and myself, 


(-) “2-6 ) 


bit yi George were introduced to Ambassador Wadsworth on April 1 


by Country Director Corson. Although presentations to principal 
officials of SAG were delayed because of the meeting of the Council of 
Ministers at Riyadh, the Country Director was able to arrange sufficient 
contacts to permit the Chief of Division to start work at the Ministry 
of Finance and the Statistics Specialist at the Directorate of Customs, 


In this respect, the SAG officials who have been particulerly 
helpful are H.#, Abdul Aziz Abdulla Suleiman, assistant Deputy Minister 
of Finance; Say'd Sami Kuthi, assistant to Abdul Aziz; and “haikh Mohammed 
Nour Ruheimi, Director General of Customs, Additional time was employed 
during the period by both Smith and George in acquaintance with, and 
study of, a number of potential sources of information and assistance 
such as the Ministry of Communications (Rajai Bey Husseini, Secretary 
General of the Ministry), Aramco, Monetary Agency, British Consulate, 
Amerigan Bmbassy (key officials), Jidda Chamber of Commerce, etc, 






? CHIKF OF DIVISION 

sion Chief has been provided an office in the Jidda office 
of the Ministry of Finance and is presently engaged in an orientation 
study of all operations, Principal activities of the Jidda office are 
the Department of Mines and Companies and the Department of Project 
Development, Following this study, a trip will be made to Dammam, where 
the other major field office is located, It was explained that this 
office has responsibility for all operations over the fast Coast, The 
principal and largest office of the Ministry is located in Mecca and 
data concerning its present structure and operation will, of necessity, 
require construction by conference rather than visit, The objectives 
of the present work is to provide: 


1, The technician with an orientation of SAG operations, 


2, The Ministry of Finance with an organizaticnal and 
functional chart of current operations, 


3. The Ministry of Finance with specific recommendations 
for improvement of operations, 


When this work is completed, SAG understands that I will be available 
for another assignment, During conversations with a number of officials, 
it was indicated, although unofficially, that SAG may request assistance 
in the establishment of the new Ministry of Commerce, preparation of a 
modern records management program, advice and assistance upon certain 
problems of the Ministry of Interior, in all probability, the greatest 
interest will center, at the outset, on files and records problems, The 
subject is accepted as a vital one by all the Ministries, Washington 
has been requested to forward data which may prove helpful in this regard, 
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ACTIVITIES OF STATISTICS SPECIALIST 
It was not until a few days ago that William George was officially 


clear to make as start with the Directorate of Customs. He will be 
provided with an office in the near future and the operation appears 
very receptive to his assistance, The plan of action in the field of 
foreign trade statistics calls first for 2 survey of procedures 
currently being followed in the collection, compilation, and publication 
of the statistics and an evaluation of the procedures and the statistics 
produced, Fortunately, the National Customs operation and the Hejasz 
Customs have recently been located at the same place which should make 
a great deal of the work easier, Mr. George has met and discussed his 
project with the following officials: 


National, Gust ons 


Mohammed Nour Ruheimi - - - Director General 
Othman Nazer = = = - ~ - - Assistant Director General 


Zaki Omar - - - - - - - - = Inspector General 
Yussein De lamie- - - - - - Verification and Statistics 
Sayed Hashen ------- Accounting 
Hejag Customs 
Ali Dufaa --------- Assistant Director General 
Mohammed lary - - ---- = Verification and Statistics 
Mohammed Noord - -----~ Assistant, Verification and Statistics 
Ahmed Abdul Fatah - - - - - Accounting 


In several of his discussions, George indicated that the following 
two specific problems were invariably repeated; meeting the deadline for 
annual statistics, and commodity classification. Omar Jaki, son of 
Shaikh Zaki Omar, has been provided to assist the Division and thus 
far has proved himself very useful, Later on, Mr. George may be pro- 
vided with a counterpart. If so, it seems at this time that he may be 
permitted to assist in the selection after he has become acquainted with 
the personnel in other parts of SAG as well as in Customs, 


Although Mr. George's immediate target is to assist in establishing 
regular and valid statistice on imports and exports, it seems well 
indicated that consideration eventually should be given to a balanced 
statistical program for the Country, Rajai Bey Husseini (now in the 
Ministry of Communications, formerly in the Ministry of Economic Affairs) 
advises that there is a tentative plan for a central statistical office 


in SAG, 


VAL SINESS LAW SPECIALIST 

The Chief of the Division accompanied Joseph Farrell for presentation 
to H.B. Abdul Agiz on April 27, Although Farrell's specific program 
is not yet perfected, it is understood that he will be assigned to the 
Ministry of Finance, Department of Mines and Companies, 





here is attached to this report the Division's Daily Log of 
activity. This record will be continued and, in some detail, will 
present the more important events of each day's work of divisional 
personnel. It is intended to supplement the monthly report for the 
further information of the Country Director, and makes unnecessary the 
rendering of separate monthly reports by Divisional staff members, 
When the Country Director has completed his review of this report, it 
is requested that the attached Daily Log for April be returned to the 
Public Administration Division for file, 


SPEC. N 

e continued assistance and substantial guidance of Dr. Robert D, 
Dolley in the reactivation of this operation justifies mention here 
and an expression of sincere appreciation, 
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Maren 28, 1954 


To: Mr Harlan J. Corson, Director, USAOK Ye 

From: Jeanette 8, Potter, Chief lurse, “iv, Health & “anitation, USAOM 

Subjects Monthly Report, Div, Health & Sanitation, JSAOM,March 1954, 
ee Fe — 


Malaria Control 


The preliminary report on observations made at Wadi Kbuleis during 
Senuary and February was forwarded to the Ministry of Health, At the same 
time a proposed plan for general health work for Wadi Khulais was sent to the 
Ministry of Health for their approval. Dr Shuman, 2irector of Preventive 
Medicine approved the plan and forwarded it and the Malaria report to the 
Minister of Health, 


The examination of the blood films taken frou 91 persone during the 
survey show an incidence of malaria of 29%. In the 0 - 15 year age group, who 
do not leave the area, 46% had malaria, This corresponds closely with an 
earlier spot check made in July 1953 which showed that 50% of this age group 
had malaria, 


Mosquito larvae colleetion stations established in the Wedi during 
the previous two months were revisited during Maren and checked for lervae. 


Sanitation. 


A field trip was wade to the Asir~ Tihama area in “outhwest 
Saudi Arabia from March 11 = 25 inclusive. The purpose of this trip was to 
make a limited survey of the area in relation to the possible development of 
a Commaity program for this area. 


On March 12 the Saudi Government issued an order to the ingineering 
and Construetion Company (GOVENKO) to make the necessary alterations and 
additions to the Quarantine Station to complete it for use. Ihe Virector of 
the Quarantine Service was disturbed that the USAOM Sanitary “ngineer was not 
available to supervise the initial work and direct the program, Progress to 

te has been limited to making a number of holes for windows for light and 
ventilation for the disenfeeting building. 


Dr A. li, Sadek, WHO Quarantine Advisor has arrived in Jidda and 
will be here until December 1954. lie seews very well informed on the status 
of the new station and feels that in view of the amount of work still to be 
completed and the limited tine left before this years pilgrimge, that it 
will be very unlikely that the station can operate as a Qwarantine Sta ion in 


195. 
According to newspaper reports the King lias allocated 850 thousand 
5, riyals to complete the work on the Quarantine Station. 


Maternal and Child Health 


March 23 was a milestone in the progress of the Maternal and 
Child Health program, as on thie date the keys to the building were tumed 
over to the Director of Preventive Medicine of the Ministry of Health. They 
are now cleaning the building and getting it ready for use. Some equipment 
will be sent from the warehouse in Mecca soon. 


Only a small part of the US.OM equipment is available now and 
no word had been received on the status of the main requisition, sent in 
Jamary for procurement, 


The staff for the Center are being recruited by the Ministry of 
Health with the aid of the WHO Public HeaJth Advisor. They wil) most likely 
come from ligypt and should be available soon, It is hoped tha within the 
next month the center can begin functioning. 


Other 


Revised budget forms were prepaved for the “ivision of Health 
and Sanitation for FY 1955 


> ' ") 
March 25, 1954 


To: Mr H. J, Vorgon, Birector, USAOM 
From: Jeannette E, Potter, Chief Nurse,Health and Sanitation Division, USAOM 


Subjeet: Monthly Report, Maternal and Child Health Program, March 1954 


Progress has been made during Mareh on securing a building for 
the Mate-nal and Shild Health Center, The letter of Amendment was signed 
by the Ministry of Health and USAOM on March 2, 1954. The owner of the 
property under consideration was imuediately contacted and requested to 
prepare the contract for the lease of the house to the Ministry of Health, 
The Ministry of Health has the contract for the house, 


The house was revisited and a number of minor additions were 
requested, which the owner has now completed in the house, On Mareh 23rd 
the keys to the house were taken to the Ministry of Health and the house 
is now being cleaned and put in readiness to receive equipment. The Chief 
Nurse made many trips to the house and to the owner during the month to 
achieve this progress. 


The Ministry has sent authorization to the Slectric “ompamy and 
the Water company to furnish these utilities to the house, Temporary facilities 
may have to be used until these city lines can be connected, The electric 
company seens to be short of transformers at the present time, but the 
owner is keeping in close touch with them and urging them to bring in the 
lines, 


The equipment that the Ministry was requested to supply will be 
sent from the warehouse in Mecca soon, A box of USAOM equipment has been 
on the docks for a month now waiting for the Customs people to give it 
clearance, We have had no word as yet as to the status of the large order 


of equipment that USAOM is supplying. 


The next problem will be personnel, The Ministry has sent a 
contract to a “omen Saoler in Egypt whom they wish to employ for the 
Maternal and Child Héalth Center. They may also contract for some Egyptian 
Nurses who have had experience working in these centers in Egypt. If some 
staff is available it may be possible to open the Center sometime next month, 


Assistance was given in preparing the forms on the latest 
revision of the budget to inalude projects both on Technical aid and 
Eeonomic aid for FY 195§ for the Division of Health and Sanitation, 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABDA 


Jidda 
Mareh 25, 1954 
MEMOK ANDUM 
TO: Mr, Harland J, Corson, Director 


USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


FROM: J, Miles Butler, Melariologist 
Health and Sanitation Division 


SUBJECT; Monthly Report - March 1954 


An account of observations made at Wadi Khuleis during 
January and February, 1954, were reported to the 3.A.G. 
Ministry of Public Health fo a preliminary report of the needs 
of Health and Sanitation work in Wadi Khulais. This report 
accompanied an all-over plan of work in Health for Wadi Khulais, 
which was prepared and sent to the Ministry for their approval. 


The following data gives the results of blood films with 
respect to malaria parasites found in en examination of 91 
persons of all age groups. ‘Twenty-six persons showed a positive 
blood film for malaria, or 29 per cent (26,57) had malaria, 

Yo realize the intensity of malaria in e community, emphasis 

is usually placed on the o-15 year age group, since this 

group has not acquired as much tolerance or immunity ee the 
older age eroups in an endemic area. The children seldom or 
never leave their places of residence and, therefore, present 

a more ecourate picture of the paresitic rate, Of the 0-15 

year old group, e« total of 2) persons were exemined and 11 

were found to be positive, or 46 per cent (45.85) hed maleria, 
This rate of 46 per oent in the 0-15 year age group corresponded 
closely with an earlier spot cheek which I made on July 28, 1953, 
On the date, I examined 14 persons 0-15 years old; seven, or 

50 per cent, were found to be positive, 


the mosquito larvae collection stations established in 
wadi Khulais in January and February were revisited this month 
and checked for mosquito larvae, 


Dr. Shuman has approved and forwarded to the Minister of 
Public Health the Plan of Work and the recommendetions suggested 
in the Preliminary Report on the Needs of Health and Senitation 
work in Wadi Khulais, 


0 0 


March 27, 1954 


T0s Miss Jeannette BE, Potter, Chief Nurse 
Division of Health and Sanitation 


FROM: Rolf T, Skrinde, Sanitary Engineer 
Division of Health and Sanitation 


SUBJECT: Monthly Report, March, 1954 


Activity on the Quarantine Station Project increased considerably 
during the month of March, §,A.G, at long last issued an order to the 
Engineering and Construction Company (Goveneo) to make the necessary 
additions and alterations to complete the Station, Work has been initiated, 
and the total progress to date has been the construction of a number of 
holes for windows to allow light and ventilation in the Disinfection 
Building. 


On March 11, a trip was made to the Asir - Tihama region in Southwest 
Saudi Arabia, A limited survey of this proposed area for Community 
Development work was conducted, and the return journey was completed on 
March 25, The attached report is a brief account of observations of 
the area. During my absence from Jidda the Quarantine Station work 
described above took place, The Director of the Quarantine Service was 
disturbed that I could not be present to supervise the initial work. 
However, all difficulties seemed to be resolved in our meeting of March 
27. 


The World Health Organization has appointed a new Quarantine Advisor 
to Jidda, Dr. A. H. Sadek. Dr, Sadek has now arrived from Cairo and 
will remain in Jidda until December, 1954, From my single conversation 
with him, he appears to be very well informed on the present status of 
the new Station, He discussed the following difficulties to be surmounted 
before the Station begins operations 
1, There is still a controversy regarding the water supply. Dr. Sadek 
agrees that a four-inch line from the Jidda supply is necessary, 
but there is a great deal of opposition from the Water Company, who 
claim that there is not enough water, A salt water supply is still 
being considered, and a larger storage tank for fresh water is planned, 


2. A power station must be built and equipped to supply electricity, 
There seems to be no possibility of obtaining power from the present 
or future Jeddah Electric supplies, 


3, Three storehouses must be built, They will be used for (1) medical 
supplies, (2) non-medical items, and (3) inflanmables, 


4. An ice storehouse must be constructed, The ice will be manufactured 
in Jidda, 
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5. A procedure must be developed for Pilyrins from infected 
ships to the Quarantine Station without danger of contamination 
to the inhabitants of Jidda, Dr, Sadek proposes a private jetty 
fron which barges or lighters may operate to the transport ships. 


6. A Director of the Station must be appointed, and the horpitals 
require . * : e . a er ert " 


Dr. Sadek expressed the opinion that,in view of the anount of work 


to be done and the amount of tine it would be very unlikely 
that the Quarantine Station would operate in 1954, , 


Attached is « translation of a newspaper item regarding the © 
Quarantine Station, which vas printed in Medina, 


{) D 
REDE SL NOAA 


Wer($22) 2h FB, 1954 
19 Janed &1 theni, 1373 


‘iis majesty the Ying ordered the completion of the new jidés quarantine 
station fer the 1954 pilgramages. 








Hite ojesty the King royal decree vs Lesuedte the Minister ef 
Health end the iinister of Pinannes snd Yeonentcn to complete all the 
neseseary things for the new querantine in jidda, Tt will then be ready 
for the pligranege this yeer. 


The Reyal orderd vas issued te open a credit for the eum of 
850 thousend S.!iyale. This medical Institution will be the best ene in 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


MEMORANDUM March 31, 1954 


TO + Harland J, Corson, Director 


PROM: Robert D. Dolley, Chief, Education Divi ston i> nya 
RE : Monthly Report - February-March, 1954. 


The month of February was a very active month for the Education Division, 
The new Minister of iducation asked that an organizational plan be developed for 
the new Ministry, specifying positions and general organisational arrangement, 
Much time was consumed in drafting a detailed organisational chart and graphically 
indicating the organisational procedure and suggested flow of business through 
this organization. After preparing this material in graphic form, numerous 
conferences were held with the Minister and members of his immediate staff for 
the purpose of reviewing the justification for positions and the reasoning that 
entered into their development. After much discussion on the subject, the 
organization was modified to coincide with the expressed desires of the new 
Minister and new charts were developed, These, in turn, were reviewed and, in 
light of further considerations, changed and a new chart prepared, In all, six 
different organizational charts were prepared during the month of February with 
the final draft being accepted as the basis on which the Ministry would attempt 
to organize for business after the approval of its annual budget request, 


Upon the finalization of organisational arrangements, the Minieter requested 
that job specifications and lines of authority be defined and specified in detail 
for all positions of importance as set forth in the organisationa)] arrangement, 
This was done with the submission of some forty pages of material to the Minister 
for his consideration, Every effort wes made to comply with his request and the 
work was done with the expenditure of « great amount of effort in order to satisfy 
the urgency of the Minister's request, 


Simltaneously with the request of the Minieter of Education, the Minister 
of Communications called on the Chief of Education to make similar graphic analyses 
of the Ministry of Communications, along with job specifications and functional 
procedures for the handling of business, These requests were likewise handled 
under forced draft and concluded on schedule and apparently to the complete satis- 
faction of the Minister, 


On February 20, the Chief of the Education Division went to Beirut to 
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Upon the conclusion of the meeting, and in company with Mr, Corson, 
Gountry, Ulrector, the educational institutions of Egypt, particularly Cairo, 
were visited with the view to finding adequate facilities for training closer 
then the-United States to Saudi Arabia, The Ministry of Education in Cairo 
was visited and numerous conferences were held with educational officials of 
both the Ministry and USAOH/Egypt, Fouad and American Universities were visited, 
and the Heliopolis Trade School, along with some fundamental educational centers 
that were belng developed under the sponsorship of the United Nations iducational 
Mission to Egypt. ‘the only training center that offered any possibility of use 
was the Heliopolis Trade Schools however, their facilities were in the process 
of development and 1 was advised that they were not yet ready to participate in 
a regional training arrangement, It is important to note that up to the pre 
time there have been no technical training schools discovered in the Middle 
that can be used for training techniciane fron Saudi Arabla, This is a great 
handicap because many of the technicians could more advantageously, because of 
language barriers, be trained in the region rather than sending them to the 
United States, 

Ap aera QUAM Hl 
\———Pive aircraft trainees departed for the States during the latter part 
of March, These are the first five new trainees to be sent to the United States 


ioiy from applications subaitted during this fiscal year, 


On March 25, in response to an invitation from Prince Talal, Minister 
of Communications, I went to Riyadh to discuss the Daman Training School Project 
Aan A and a leadership grant for a high official of the Ministry, There were a number 
——~* of interesting developments that resulted from this visit which have been covered 
in a separate report to the Director, 


Two trainees returned to Saudi Arable from the States during this two- 
month period, One, Chief Tewfic, who had just concluded e leadership grant, 
and the other, Mr. Omar Zaki of the Sandi Arabian Customs, who had just concluded 
© a Type C Training Grant, Both of these individuals were very enthusiastic about 
ind thelr training and the kind of treatment that they received during their stay 
in the States, In the case of Mr. Zaki, steps have been taken to secure a 
promotion for him in the Customs Office and for him to be assigned to work with 
the government services division of the USA Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
in the future, In the case of Mr, Tewfic, he has been promoted to Assistant 
Director General of the Police Forces, Certainly up to this moment it can be 
concluded that the investment for the training of these two individuals has 
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4. Supplies, equiment and materials cennot be ordered until 
the 1954 project egreements are signed, The hour ie getting late, 


5, Too moh time is required by the Saudi garage to service 
field vehicles, 


6. Field housing for technicians, 


a 





passes cevsccesevecccssuncessssed 
USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


MEYORUDUN February 10, 1954 
10 + Harland J, Corson, Director 

FROM; Robert D, Dolley, Chief, Edueation Division 

RE ; Monthly Report ~ Jamuary, 1954 


The report on edusation during the month of Jamary mst, because of 
the press of business and limitation of tine, be confined to relating 
highlights of activity and secomplishnent, 


1, A Ministry of Scveation vas created in Saudi Arabia with His 
Royal Highness Prince Fehad named the Minister, 


2. Six conferences have been held with the Minister, 


3. A porsomel organisation of the new Ministry was made and given 
the Minister which he has adopted, 


4e A graphic representation of the organization has been nate for 
the Ministry and duty and responsibility position specifications are being 
drawn and will be presented graphically and in writing, 


5, 4A teacher training project is being drawn for the nationwide 
school program, 


6, With stenographie aid some eight training grant applications have 
been filed with *04/W, 


7, The Dammam Nailroed Project has been finalized and will be ratified 
shortly with the Ministry of Transportation, 


On the whole the month has shown more optimistic trends and possibilities 
for real services and development than any previous month, Mr. Anderson, the 
Vocational Education Specialist, has been well received and is making a 
substantial contribution to the improvemont of industrial training, Internal 
road blocks in the organization and operation of the Mission in the forn 
tdon'ts" and "can'ts" of the 
a on a toe clear these hindrances and open 
wy for all-out action, The future looks bright, 


§ 
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RDDoLLey/pa 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


MEMORANDUM January 5, 195), 





TO: 


Harland J. Corson, Director, USAOM/SA 


FROM: Glen F. Brown, Chief, Natural Resources Division i Brum 


SUBJECT: Monthly Report for December, 1953 


The Division of Natural Resources, USOM/SA, worked on the following 


during the month: 


l. 


2. 


he 


Se 


Maps showing geology along the proposed Riyadh-Jidda railroad were 
nearly completed by the end of the month. A report to accompany the 
maps is in rough draft, 


A report on a water supply for the town of Yenbo was submitted to the 
Ministry of Finance. It recommends that two wells at Al Marabah, 50 
kilometers east of Yenbo, be used for the city supply. 


Photo maps of the Asir-Tihama block were submitted to USGS and plans 
made for printing 100 copies each of about 50 quadrangles showing one 
degree of longitude ad 30 minutes of latitude with names in Arabic 
and English, These are for administrative use by SAG and USOM/Jidda. 


Drilling for water by the contractors ceased during the month. A new 
contract has been made between SAG and a German firm. The relations 
between the Natural Resources Division and the new contractors were 
not clear at the end of the month. Before the American contractors 
ceased drilling, three wells were completed for a water supply at the 
new sanitarium at Taif, Two exploration wells indicating a supply of 
fresh water at the Darb community development were also completed, 


Work continued on the compilation of maps, both geographic and 


geologic. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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USA OFERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 





Jidda 
YEVORANDOM January 4, 1954 
10; Mr. Harland J, Corson, Director 
FROM: R, D, Dolley, Chief, Education Division 


SUBJECT : Monthly Report - December 1953 


Much effort has been expended during the month of December in 
trying to secure ratification of the commercial school project. Copies 
of the project have been reviewed by all government officials who might 
possibly be concerned with the financing and operation of this school. 
The project itself is now in the hands of the Prime Minister who, according 
to advice of our liaison officials, mst now direct the Minister of 
Interior to sign the project, The Ministry of Finance has authorized the 
expenditure of the money and certified to the fact that funds are available. 
It is sincerely hoped that this project may be signed within a week. 


The Chief of Education has conferred with Prince Talal, Minister 
of Commnications, twice during the month concerning the ratification of the 
railroad training project to be developed at Damman, The burden of both of 
these conferences might be expressed as a matter of concern and anxiety as 
to when the work might get started. The second conference was held at the 
King's palace in Riyadh. From Riyadh the Chief of Education accompanied the 
Secretary General of the Ministry of Commnications to Damman where confer- 
ences were held for several days with the railroad officials, including the 
Superintendent of Education and Training. These conferences covered general 
discussions of the problems and plans for the construction of a school 
building. 


The school system of Saudi Arabia has, up until the latter part of 
December, been operated through the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of the 
Interior, and Director General of Education. As of the last week in December, 
by Royal Decree, education has been removed from the Ministries of Finance 
and Interior and set up as a separate Ministry under His Royal Highness Fahad 
Bin Abdulaziz. The new Minister is reputed to be very energetic and anxious 
to develop a creditable school system in Saudi Arabia. Although the location 
of his offices has not been determined, the general feeling is that they will 
be located in Jidda, This will make it possible for a close collaboration 
with the Ministry which will prove to be a great improvement over the past 
arrangement. The Director General of Education has maintained his official 
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offices in Mecca, a closed city, making it virtually impossible to carry 
on any cooperative enterprise through his office. A copy of the Royal 
Decree is herewith attached. 


One trainee grant application has been filed with the Washington 
office during the month of December, It is hoped that some five or six of 
these applications may be forwarded during the early part of January for 
consideration of the Washington authorities, The problem of secretarial 
assistance still remains the same. It is expected that some relief will be 
felt during the month of Jamuary. 


RDDolley/pa 
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OM AL QURA NEWSPAPER - # 1496 dated January 1, 1954. 


ROYAL DECREE 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
AND 
THE ASSIGNMENT OF H.R.H. PRINCE FAHAD BIN 
ABDULAZIZ TO BE IN CHARGE OF THIS MINISTRY 


No, 3/26/4950 
date Rabie’ al Thani 18, 1373 - December 24, 1953. 


We, Saud Bin Abdul Aziz Bin Abdulrahman al Faisal al Saud, 
King of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

With God almighty, and in accordance with the necessity of 

developments, we order the following: 

First: The establishment of Ministry under the name of 
"Ministry of Education"; 

Second: According to this order, the son Fahad Bin Abdul Aziz 
be assigned Minister of Education; 

Third: The Minister of Education assumes all affairs in 
connection with education in the Kingdom and the 
development of education to the suitable level of 
the country. 

Fourth: All concerned departments mst execute this order, 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
US OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 





Jidda 
January 2, 1954 
T0; Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director 
US Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
FROM: W. J. Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division ticf 


SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - December 1953 


A considerable mmber of activities have taken place in December, though 
the program as a whole is moving rather slowly, Contact was made December 27 
with the Director of the Department of Agriculture for the first time since 
last April, Work with his subordinates has not been very fruitful. 


1954 fund allotments were made available by the Washington office practi- 
cally at mid-year, The next two months will be the last of the Saudi Arabia 
Government's fiscal year and it is understood that funds are very short. We 
should now, and not ten months later, be writing and signing 1955 projects on 
the basis of their annual allotment of funds. 


A local newspaper announcement states that a Minister of Agriculture has 
been appointed, which means that the Department of Agriculture has been elevated 
to a Ministry, It is rumored that the new Minister will not take office until 
the beginning of the fiscal year, This is already causing delay of decisions 
when they need to be coming immediately, 


A soils survey of the Khulais Commnity has been completed and extension 
work is getting under way. Further well drilling has been delayed due to the 
Government terminating its contract with Michael Baker Company. Soil surveys 
have been made also at the Horticultural Experiment Station and at the Kilo 40 
farm where dates are being planted. 


A preliminary study of the Hofuf Commnity is being made for the purpose of 
initiating agricultural extension work. And efforts to consummate the Livestock 
Improvement Farm project agreement continues. This is delaying the shipment of 
livestock from the U.S., which should be in process now during the winter months. 
Other 1954 project agreements are being delayed because of present political 
changes and indifference on the part of the Director of Agriculture. 


A trip was made to Iraq and Iran by Mr. Parker to study livestock conditions 
and programs there, and to locate desirable breeding stock, 


The date study by Mr. Nixon was completed and the report is now under review 
in preparation for publication, 
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QFERATION SUMMARY 


A. Frogress 
Items of progress for the month of December are herewith listed: 


1, A trip to Iraq and Iran was made by Mr. Otis Parker, livestock 
specialist, to observe programs of livestock improvement and to locate 
desirable breeds of sheep for foundation purposes. The trip was dis- 
appointing from the latter standpoint. 


2. Mr. George Gibbs, soils scientist, has mapped farm lands in the 
Khulais Commmity and determined their irrigation qualities and, to a 
certain extent, soil-crop adaptability. Only about one-fifth of the land 
now in farms is being farmed, most of the wells need cleaning out, work 
oxen are very scarce, and the people as a whole are very poor, 


Most land is of good quality and awaits larger water supply, 
improved irrigation practices, better seeds, and a better cropping system, 


3. Preliminary extension work was started in the Khulais Commnity 
under the direction of C, Verne Stewart, Extension Specialist, and his 
Saudi counterpart, Mr. Masud T. Foruki. Work thus far has been observa- 
tion and study of present situations, and meeting the Amirs and farmers of 
the Community, This has revealed many abandoned farms, sand and trash 
filled wells, scarce supply of seeds, inadequate cropping systems, con- 
siderable insect infestation, low soil fertility, wind damage to crops, 
livestock lacking in numbers and quality, and the need for health and 
education facilities. 


4. The date variety study conducted by Mr. Roy W. Nixon, Date 
Specialist, was completed, The most important varieties were five in 
number with about a dozen of secondary importance, This study should be 
of great value to date growers in guiding their planting programs. The 
report is under review and will be published at an early date. 


5, Extension work is being initiated in the Hofuf Commnity under the 
direction of Mr. Fred A, Barham and his Saudi counterpart, Ibrihim Husseini 


6. Aerial photography of the Khulais Commnity farming area has been 
completed and maps are now in the process of completion. This photography 
will be of mch assistance in commnity farm planning, and of value in 
solving irrigation problems. 


7. Soil surveys at the Horticulture Experiment Station and at Kilo 40 
farm were made by Messrs. Gibbs and Parker in attempting to locate a site 
for the Livestock Improvement Farm, 
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8, Flans and estimates have been completed by Mr. Parker and his 
counterpart, Mr.El Bakry, in preparation for consummating the Livestock 
Improvement Farm project agreement. Much time has also been given to 
locating sources of satisfactory feeds, 


9, Mr. Herbert Schwan, Desert Range Conservationist, has been 
studying vegetation response to the November rains. Also plans have been 
made for planting grass seeds at Khulais and at Kilo 10, A collection of 
seeds was received from Dr. Hyland of the U.S.D.A. which will be used at 
Khulais, Kilo 10, and other selected localities. Mr. Schwan has been 
handicapped because of the lack of a counterpart. This has prevented 
visits to grazing areas and the selection of demonstration areas to be fenced, 


PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 


The Agriculture Division faces a serious situation due to the disorganized 
condition of the Saudi Department of Agriculture. 


The present Director General of Agriculture failed to get his department 
budget approved to his satisfaction last March. In April he departed for Egypt 
where he stayed for about five or six months. Upon his return to Jidda he has 
been engaged in establishing a printing plant and has not made himself available 
at the Department of Agriculture Office. The Assistant Director of Agriculture 
has been on a trip for about two months and has not returned. The Head of the 
Horticulture Division has been acting. However, he has made himself very scarce, 
possibly not wanting to make any decisions due to the present political situation, 


A Ministry of Agriculture has been announced and one of the Princes has been 
appointed Minister of Agriculture. It is not mown when he will assume office. 


As yet, Mr. Schwan has not been provided with a Sawii counterpart. This 


is seriously retarding his program of work, Many promises have been made by 
the Department of Agriculture, but no counterpart is in sight. 


Vehicles (Jeep Station Wagons) for agricultural technicians ordered in 
February 1953, arrived some two months ago, but Customs still holds them because 
a contraband was placed on Jeeps after the Jeeps were shipped. 


The secretarial situation is disgusting and maddening. The Chief Agricul- 
turist has been in this country for more than a year without the assistance of 
a secretary. Only typing is available in a very limited quantity. Everything 
typed mst be written in long hand first. Many replies to letters and other 
matters, perforce, mst go unattended which is embarrassing to persons who, in 
the past, have attempted to conduct business at least on a minimum respectable 


level. 
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December 27, 1953 
To: Mr G, W, Ferguson, “irector,“ivision Health and Sanitation, U.3.0.M. ‘i 


From: Jeannette E, Potter, Yhief Nurse, Div, Health and Sanitation,U.S.0.M. 
Subject: Monthly Report for December 1953. 


This month has largely been devoted to work in the office, while awaiting 
the descision of the Ministry of Health on the Project Agreement for the 
Maternal and Child Health Center, The Agreement was presented to the 
Ministry on December 7th for their review and signature, The project was 
approved and signed by Pr. Abdulla Faisal on December 22nd. 

On November 29th I attended a meeting at the Ministry on the request of 
Dr Shuman, The purpose of the meeting was to meet and talk with Dr Rushdiah, a 
woman Obstetrician at present working in Mecca. It seemed to be the concensus 
of opinion at the time that she would come to Jidda to be the physician in 
charge of the proposed Maternal and Child Health Center. W , discussed the 
MCH progran briefly and it was planned that she would return on the following 
Tuesday to visit possible locations for he center, namely the hospitals, 
However apparently plans changed and she never returned. The following people 
were present at this meeting, 


Dr. Mohamed Khajukji - Secy. Gen. Ministry of Health 

Dr. Bashir El Soume = Deputy Mingster of Health 

Dr. Hassan Nassif, Dir. Gen Hospital at Mecca, 

Dr. Hizz Hl Dinn - Min Health Mecca 

Dr. Nazzif, WHO Advisor to Min, of Health 

Dr, Shuman ~ Dir or Preventive Medicine, Min Health, Jidda, 
Dr. Rushdiah - Min, Health Mecca, 

Mr Ferguson, 

Miss Potter. 


On December 24th we met with Dr Shuman to discuss the next steps in the 
plan for the MCH Center. He informed us that the project does not have to go 
to the “ouncil of Ministers as it had been approved in principle long ago. He 
requested that the necessary number of copies be prepared, for final signatures, 
of Ministry and USAOM, 

The requisition for supplies needed for the Center was prepared on 
November 24th. In checking I find that this requisition has not as yet been 
sent to Washington for procurement. This may further delay the implementation 
of the project agreement, 

Dr Shuman has requested that I prepare the working plan and function of 
the aaa and present it to the Ministry for approval, since I am the Technical 
Advisor, This will be done within the next few days. 
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DECEMBER 25, 1953 


MEYORANDUM 


T0: Mr. G. W. Ferguson, Chief 
Health and Sanitation Division, FOA 


PROM; Rolf ", Skrinde C17. S. 


SUBJECT: Monthly Progress Report, December, 1953 


The Quarantine Station project has been progressing 
fairly well during the past month, A message was received from 
FOA/Washington stating that the equipment will arrive F.A.S. 

New York by February 1, 1954, It is not clear whether this 
equipment includes four exhaust type fans, however, and no 
reply has been received to an inquiry on the matter, At any 
rate, we can be sure that the disinfecting equipment will arrive 
in Jidda sometime in April at the latest, and thus in ample time 
for the coming 1954 Haj. 

During the first week in November, 1953, an engineering 
report was subnitted to the Ministry of Health recommending a 
number of construction alterations to the Disinfection Building, 
which would improve its general usefulness and make it more suitable 
for the autoclaving process. In December, a meeting with Drs, Nazif, 
Suahns. ded) Mabhenatabhe‘ieteupedut:en the.verions.dtene.00.telien: 

1, Countera - Agreed, but the construction company should build 
them as a part of the original contract, 
2, Floor drains - Not necessary, 


3, Water taps - Not necessary. 
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4. Electrical outlets - Not necessary. 

5. Skylight in roof of Sterilizing Rooms - Not necessary, 

6, Windows in wall of Sterilizing Rooms - Yes, agreed. 

7, Remove portion of walls of Disinfection Building - Agreed, 


but vague as to the extent, 


O2 


« Exhaust type fans - Dr, Nazif thought a total of 24 fans 
would be required, not of the exhaust type, however, and 
asked if Point Four would supply them. 

9. Autoclaves bricked into the wall - Agreed, 

10, Foot bath - Not necessary, 

ll, Floor tiling - Not necessary, although they admitted that 

the floors are badly cracked, 

12, Boiler housing - Not necessary, but a portion of the laundry 

could be partitioned off for this purpose. It was hinted 

that the boilers could be then used for the laundry also. 


Dr. Nazif requested that a cost estimate of the items 
agreed upon by the Ministry of Health be compiled, This was 
submitted on December 8, 1953, 

In order to be on record as strongly urging the construction 
of the skylight in the Sterilization Rooms, and to relieve Point 
Four of responsibility of poor operatién of the Sterilizers due to 
improper condition of the Disinfection Building, a letter to HRH 
Abdulleh El Faisal, Minister of Health, was drafted over Mr. Corson's 
signature. Following a meeting with Mr. Corson, However, the letter 
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was not sent. It was decided instead to meet with Dr, Nazif and 
discuss the following points: 

1, Urge the Ministry of Health to deposit suffieient funds in 
the bank tp pay for instellation costs and for a 20 KW 
electric generator, before the equipment is shipped from 
New York, 

2. Agree to the partition in the laundry for housing of boilers, 
and to use of the boilers for the laundry if they are of 
sufficient size. 

3. Agree to the wall removal, 

4. Agree to supply up to $5,000 wesh worth of fans, as stated in 
the November 8, 1953, report, or supply laboratory equipment 


up to the $100,000 limit as stated in the Agreement, 


The above discussion completes the progress on the 
Quarantine Station equipment to date. The question of Skylights in 
the Sterilizing Rooms is still unsettled. We shall urge that they 
be constructed, but a study of the Project Agrecment shows that we 
have no authority other than to advise in the matter, This subject 
will be thoroughly discussed with Dr. Nazif in addition to the four 
points mentioned above, 

The Quarantine Station has been operating for the care of 
smallpox and meningitis patients during the month as usual, Periodic 
trips to the Station have insured a sufficient water supply. 


An inspection of the source of the Jidda water supply has 
ait ws 
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been completed. I was accompanied on the trip to Wadi Fatima by 
Mr, Mustafa Mohammed, the Egyptian engineer in charge of most of 
the construction of both the twelve inch line in 1947 and the 
new twenty inch line, Although the water is supposedly being 


chlorinated, no residual chlorine could be detected in the Jidda 


supply at several points of examination in Jidda, Upon the examination 


of his maps and drawings, a report will be written with recommendations 


for the improvement of the present conditions, 
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December 27, 1953 
MEMORANDUM 


TO: Mr. GW. Ferguson, Chief 
Health and Sanitation Division 


FROM: J. Miles Butler, Malariologist, 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report - December 1953 


I have been working and coopereting with the WHO malaria 
team and the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Health representative, 
Dr. Sultana Zamzami, during the present emergency malaria 
threat to Jidda. A team of workers spread oil and 5% DDT on 
the temporary pools of water throughout and surrounding the 
city. The oil was spread by a simple procedure: each worker 
carried a two gallon pail from which he dipped a small can of 
O1l1-DDT mixture and threw it out on the water. 


Dr. Shuman, Chief, Preventative Medicine, Saudi Arabian 
Ministry of Health, had made the arrangements for me to work 
and cooperate during this malaria threat to Jidda. Dr. Shuman 
also requested thet I do a survey for bilherziasis in Wadi 
Fatima and that the Ministry of Health would furnish the 
necessary equipment; however, I have not received any of the 
equipment, a listing of which was submitted to Dr. Shuman lest 
month. 


The requisition for field equipment necessary for in- 
vestigations of malaria in Wadi Khulais was submitted on 
October 22, 1953. As of this date, December 27, 1953, I have 
received only four (4) of the forty-three (43) articles of 
equipment listed and needed for the proposed field work, Three 
of the articles received were listed in my November, 1953 
monthly report, The fourth article was Mr, Skrinde's personally 
owned 12 inch high rubber boots which the Mission has agreed 
to replace for him, 


IJMButler:b 
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U.S, OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


US Operations Myssion to Saudi Arabia 


Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director 
Gerald W. Ferguson, Chief 
Health and Sanitation Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly Report - November 1953 - 


Health and Sanitation Division 


bol) 
FROM: 


+ ‘the health surveys 
have not been started because 
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it about the two secretaries who must 
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Health Center, The Sgudis have been ready to sign, 
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requisition for necessary medical equipment and supplies for operation 
and Child Health Center has been prepared, If the Project 
Agreement is ever signed, an obligation number wil) be cabled to Washington 


to purchase the equipment and supplies, 


During the month excessive rains fel) in Jjdca, and therefore all of the 
many depressions were filled with water making some excellent breeding places 
for mosquitoes, Since the Wil0 Malaria Control Tean was busy in Wadi Fatima, 
Dr, Butler hae been assisting the "ynistry make a mosquito survey and institute 
control measures, Dr, Butler did not take the lead in this, but persuaded the 


Ministry to do so, 
The Malaria and Bilharsia surveys planned for Wadi Khulais were held up 


because of the delays in the purchase of local equipment for Dr, Buller, Other 
supplies have been requisitioned from the States, 


B, Local Participation 


The Ministry has been quite slow in providing the necessary utilities 
for the Quarantine Station, but they have been taking some steps in that 
direction lately, Mr. Skrinde's counterpart is still doinr a good job in 
preparing details on necessary changes at the Station, 


The Chief of Preventive Medicine has been doing all he can to get the 
Maternal and Child Health Project Agreement operating, but we are holding this 
up because of lack of funds, 


We have a feeling that the Ministry is willing to cooperate and participate 
in projects with us, but we have not been showing much leadership, because of 
lack of funds and personnel, 


C, raining 
See sumary of "aternal and Child Health Center, 
The "qnistry is still waiting for us to tell them what information 
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we have found out about the possibility of providing public health training 
in Arabic in nearby countries, 


Program Development 


A further revision of the 1955 Budget was prepared and submitted to the 
Country Director, 


The developnent of the Maternal and Child Health Project Agreement was 
discussed under Operations Summary because it is almost in that stare even 


though no agreement is signed yet, 


There is an urgent need for the Division to receive its 195), Allotment, 
It is next to useless to continue to discuss with the Ministry the developnent 
of a progran until we produce on the projects that have been discussed in the 


past, 
Agreements and “qquests 
A, Aproments Byooxtet 
None ~ no budget. 


B. Agreements under current negotiation 


Same as before - no action, 


Co Requests 


the ¥4nistry has asked for a Bilharsia Survey to be made in the Wadi 
Fatima area, This request will not be developed into a separate project 
but will be used as a lever to get the Mynistry to establish a section 
of Vector Disease Control, and include in it such things as Malaria 
Control, Bilharsia Control, Dengue Fever Control, Plague and Typhus Control 
ote, lqwever, the request will be honored when the Ministry provides sone 
of the necessary equipment for the survey, In the meantime some necessary 
supplies are being ordered from the States, 


The Ministry requested that the ‘Assion make available a technician 
to accompany some one from the Ministry, from W/O, and from ARAMCO to 
survey an area in northern Ayabia and make recommendations for Malaria 
Control, ‘This request will be honored when the tine is set by the Ministry 
for the trip to take place, This request will be used to further the 
idea expressed in the above paragraph, 
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A request was received for assistance in setting up a training 
program for sub-professional personnel of the Ministry, Since the Wi0 
is also interested in the project, it was suggested that the discussions 
include Wi0 also. 


All these requests were made verbally by the Chief of the Preventive 
edicine Division of the Ministry, 


=< 


WiO Malaria Control Team's tour of duty will be ended March 15, 195k, and it 


The 
is already beginning to make plans for its departure because it must first make 
survey in the Gigan Area before it leaves the country, ‘the team was sent here 
train local personnel in malaria control work and has worked hard toward this 


de to integrate this work into the administration 
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of the Ministry, as a result we believe unless a program can be developed 
with the Minietry before the WHO Team leaves the malaria work will be discontinued 
and the personne] be distributed to the various hospitals in the Ministry or 
their services be terminated, 


: 


The following is not a complaint, but simply a statement of fact. ‘the 
Health Program is being seriously retarded because of lack of (1) funds, 
(2) secretarial help, (3) insufficient technicians, and (i) insufficient 


transportation, 
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US OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 
Mr, Harland J. Corson, Director 
US Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
Wd. Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division 
Monthly Activity Report ~ December 1953 


MEMORANDUN 
TO: 
SUBJECT: 
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breeding stock, 


Mr, Parker to study livestock conditions 
The date study by Mr. Hixon was completed and the report ie now under review 


A. Progress 
Ttems of progress for the month of December are herewith listed: 
lA to Iraq and Iran was made by Mr. Otis Parker, Livestock 
st observe programs of livestock improvement and to locate 
de 


of sheep for foundation purposes, The trip was dis- 
appointing from the latter standpoint. 


2. Me. George Gibbs, soils scientist, has mapped farm lands in the 
’ p adaptability 
now in farms is being farmed, most of the wells need cleaning out, work 
oxen are very scarce, and the people as a whole are very poor, 


Most land is of good quality and aveite larger water supply, 
improved irrigation practices, better seeds, and a better system, 


3. Preliminary extension work was started in the Kmlais Commnity 
bo fhe vost ya Bary a ee tgemraer a 
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9, Mr. Herbert Schwan, Desert Range Conservationi 
studying vegetation response to the November rains, 
seeds was received fron Dr. Hyland of the U,5,D.A, which 


made for planting grass seeds at Kmlais and at Kilo 
Khulais, Kilo 10, and other selected localities, 


The Agriculture Division faces a serious situation due to the 
condition of the Saudi Department of Agriculture. 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 


Jidda 
MEMORANDUM December 1, 1953 
10: Harland J. Corson, Director 
USA Operations Mission, Saudi Arabia 
FROM: Roy 0. Jackson, Acting Director 


Nature] Resources Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly Report for November, 1953 


The 


The monthly reports of Mr. Bogue and Mr. Goudarzi are attached. 
more important accomplishments and activities of the Natural Resources 


Division are listed below: 


l. 


26 


3. 


he 


5. 


Two production wells for the city of Yenbo were completed. Mr. Goudarzi 
supervised pumping tests of these wells and analyzed the water samples. 
These wells should insure a satisfactory Yenbo city water supply. 


Mr, Goudarzi supervised a pumping test on a well at Wejj. This well is 
being considered for supplying the village of Wejj. 


Mr. Goudarzi continued work on the geological reports and maps dealing 
with the proposed Jidda - Riyadh railroad, 


Mr. Bogue completed the report, in collaboration with Mr. Twitchell, of 
the Zalm (Dhalm) gold-silver mine. 


An inspection and reconnaissance trip was made south of Jidda, along 
the coastal plain, to Qizan. 


(a) Well locations for a lith city water supply were made, ro wells 
were completed during the month. Pumping tests have not been made, 
but the water appears to be fresh and sufficient. 


(b) A series of locations were picked in the Qunfida - Hali region for 
a proposed drilling program there, 


(c) An inspection was made of the Darb region, Two fresh water wells 
were completed and an additional location was picked, 


(d) An inspection was made of the Sabya - Wadi Qizan area, Additional 
drilling locations were picked, All wells completed in this region 
have produced water satisfactory for irrigation purposes, 


nQm 


6. ‘The drilling program, under the Division's supervision, continues in 
the Taif region, 


7, Wells #5 and #6 were completed in the Khulais region, 


8, The relations between FOA, Baker and SAG have been of prime concern to 
the division during the month. FQi has been informed that the contract 
for the SAG water Resources Division of Baker has been awarded the 
German concern effective January 1, 1954. Information concerning 
these matters is contained in other communications, 
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NENORANDUM December 1, 1953 


T0: Mr. R. 0, Jackson 
Acting Chief, Division of Natural Resources 


FROM: Richard G. Bogue 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report - November 1953 


The report on the Zalm (Dhalm) mine by Mr. K. S, Twitchell and 
myself was completed. One day was spent in the Khulais area with 
Mr. Sinclair of the Transportation Department. The rest of the 
month was spent in the office on maps, photos and general office work. 


Two days were lost due to rain and the office roof leaking, 


RGB/pa 
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USA OPERATIONS MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 
Jidda 


MEMORANDUM December 1, 1953 


70: Mr. Roy 0. Jackson 
Acting Chief, Natural Resources Division 


FROM: Gus H. Goudarzi, Geologist 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report - November 1953 


During November 1953 a geological report on the proposed JeddaRiyadh 
RR Route was completed (rough draft) and a sketch map of the route was 
drawn. 


A visit was made to Yenbo Nekhil after the completion of the drilling 
operations. Test pumping of YnX-3 well was conducting using YnX-4 as an 
observation well, YnX-4 well was also tested. Water samples were taken 
and analyzed. The results of the above examinations were incorporated 
in a report submitted on November 22nd, 


A dug-well at Wejj was also test pumped in connection with the city 
water supply. 
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October 26, 1953 


TO: Harland J. Corson, Director 
US Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia We ( 


FROM: © -W. J, Edens, Chief, agricul ure sitet, \w \ ¥ 
SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - October 1953 


October, being somewhat removed from the summer period, has witnessed 
increased activity in getting the agricultural program under way. Three 
technicians are now on a trip to central Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf 
area to make general observations and study of livestock, crops, range 
revegetation and management preparatory to writing specific project plans 
for work to be started shortly. The date study continues to progress and 
the livestock improvement farm to be established near Jidda is taking form, 


Our new Cowateg Director and Program Officer arrived on schedule, 
and under their leadership mch has been done in planning to activate 
the Rural Commnity Development Project, The 196, budget has not been 
announced by the FOA/W office, but plans have moved steadily along for 
constructing and submitting the 1955 budget. 


Operation Summary 
A. Progress 


Mr. George P, Gibbs, Soils Scientist, arrived October 12th and 
he is now engaged in assembling materials to begin a soil survey of the 
Wadi Khulais area, Mr. Nixon reports satisfactory progress of the date 
study in the East. Harvest is about complete and more attention is being 
given to cultural problems. Further plans have been made for the Livestock 
Improvement Farm in Wadi Fatima, 


Since October 10 Messrs, Parker, Schwan and Stewart have been on an 
observation and study tour of central Saudi Arabia and along the Persian 
Gulf from El Kharj to Qatif, They are expected to return by the end of 

\ the month. 


The proposed annual plan of work for FY-1955 has been submitted, 
which includes a continuation of all 195), projects and nine (9) new pro- 
jects. These additional projects include building trench silos, market 
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grading and weighing of livestock, \dipping vats, waterspreading, and the 
improvamnt of vegetable production, 


Mr. Wm. B. Mabee, Director, Regional Locust Control Program, visited 
our Mission October 13 and 1. Discussions were held with officials of 
the Agriculture Department and Finance Ministry. 


Program Development 


The fact that the Mission has not received approval of its FY-195), 
budget serves as a damper on developing projects. A number of conferences 
have been held with the Saudis and they are awaiting our time to start 
concrete activities, 


Since the arrival of our new Geuntry Director and Program Officer, a 
number of discussions have taken place concerning the activation of the 
Rural Community Development Project. Representatives of the Natural 
Resources and Agriculture Divisions accompanied the Director and Program 
Officer, the Director of the Department of Agriculture, and our Point IV- 
SAG Liaison Officer, to the Wadi Khulais area where water wells have been 
drilled, Mr, George P. Gibbs, Soils Scientist, plans to begin a soil 
survey within the next few days to determine the amount of arable land, 
map soils according to physical features and to determine their perme- 
ability, salt content and moisture holding capacity. He will be accom- 
panied by a Saudi counterpart. 


An outline of Planning for Community Development at Khulais, Saudi 
Arabia, has been constructed and submitted to the Country Director. Plans 
have been formulated for bringing together the SAG Department of Agricul- 
ture officials, the Bnir, his advisors, and farmers of the Khulais com- 
mmnity, and Point IV officials and technicians, for the purpose of 
generating a common understanding of purpose in the attempts of all 
concerned to improve community conditions, 
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Jidda 
October 27, 1953 
MEMORANDUM 
10: Mr. Harland J. Corson, Director 
US Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 
FROM: Gerald W. Ferguson, Chief rr Wh - 
Health and Sanitation Division . ' 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report - October 1953 - al 
Health and Sanitation Division \\ “X 
\ Wg 
Critique 


The new Cowsagy Director arrived and the Mission has taken on a new 
lease on life, This momentum should be accelerated when the Mission 
receives the 195) operating budget. The possibility of establishing a 
Maternal and Child Health Center has improved with the arrival of a chief 
public health nurse, but will not become a reality until funds arrive so 
that a project agreement can be signed. Contacts with the Ministry on a 
policy level were at a minimum this month because our contact man in the 
Ministry was out of the country. In summary, one can say that this was a 
month of hope. 


Operations Summary 


A. Progress 


The Division received the detailed specifications and estimate 
cost of the equipment for the quarantine station. Some changes in specifi- 
cations will have to be made because the estimated cost is too high. 


Mr. Skrinde and his counterpart completed an estimate of the cost 
of the necessary renovations to be made in the building for disinfection, 
Estimates are also being made for the cost of installing a water pipe line 
from Jidda to the quarantine station, The interior layout of the laboratoxy 
has been completed and submitted to the Ministry, which has asked for bids 
to & the work planned, 


The reported epidemic of smallpox among the pilgrims at £1 Tor, 
_ the Egyptian Quaratine Station, turned out to be "heat rash" and the 
Regional Office of the WHO has so informed the Saudi Arabian Government. 
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Now that the Hadj is over, it is rumored that the Quarantine Station 
will be closed shortly. Actually this will not be too serious because it 
never has been in a condition to be operated, The necessary facilities have 
not been installed yet. The equipment and unused chemicals have been returne 
by the Ministry, This was part of the material loaned the Ministry for its 
fly control program or campaign during the Hadj. The equipment was very dirt 
and had to be cleaned before it could be stored, 


Dr. Butler has submitted a list of equipment and supplies that he 
will need to carry out surveys for malaria, bilharaia, and other diseases in 
Wadi Khulais and surrounding areas. 


B. Local Participation 


With Mr. Skrinde's assistance, the Ministry's man is doing a good 
job designing layouts for various buildings at the qiarantine station. 


The Ministry has asked Dr. Butler to make a bilharzia survey in 
Wadi Fatima, which is the area from which Jidda gets itewater supply. ‘he 
Ministry will furnish helpers and any equipment that it has that Dr. Butler 
requires. 


C. Training 


The three candidates that the Ministry nominated for scholarships 
at AUB could not speak any English at all and therefore hadto be rejected, 
The new Geereey Director has approved the idea of searching for schools in 
the nearby countries where public health courses would be taught in Arabic. 


Program Development 


A revision of the 1955 suggested budget was prepared and discussed with 
the Cewatswy Director, Further revisions will probably be made before it is 
resubmitted, 


Miss Potter, the chief public health nurse, arrived and discussims were 
held with the Ministry about the Maternal and Child Health Center Project 
Agreement, Nothing can be finally decided upon until the Division receives 
the 195), budget, The longer we Fevereshnate with the Ministry on the pro- 
gran, the more difficult it becomes to urge it to expedite action on its 
part for the various projects we hope to undertake. ‘The Ministry is slow 
enough as it is in arriving at decisions, Our delays tend to encourage the 
Ministry to carry on in its old ways of doing it "tomorrow," The American 
reputation for action is suffering greatly. 


Because & the lack of sufficient active projects, we hesitate continu- 
ing td go to the Ifinistry to talk about future plans, Our position would be 
much stronger if we were given permission to undertake some projects already 


planned, 
\ \ndu late Cpw ih 
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No answer has been received from Washington for a request for a DS=150 
for $2500.00 for the Maternal and Child Health Center, which was made over a 


month ag00 


Agreements and Requests 
As Agreements Executed 


None = no budget. 


B, Agreements under current negotiation 


Same as before = no action. 


C. Implementation of Agreements 


Refer to operation summary. 


D. Requests 


None. 


Technical Cooperation Program Other than Point IV 


The following people from the WHO visited our offices to discuss malaria 
control and other subjects of common interest: 


Dr. Pampana, Chief, Malaria Section, WHO, Geneva 

Dr. M. Nazif, WHO Public Health Advisor to SAG 

Dr, Zahar, WHO Entomologist on the Malaria Control Team, Jidda 

Dr, Hashem, General Director of Quarantine of The Ministry of Health. 


Prograri Administration 


We risk repetition in commenting about the lack of secretarial help, 
but it is a fact that as far as this Division is concerned, it is practically 


non-existent. 


Of course, it is obvious that without a budget very little can be 
accomplished, Coupled with this is the fact that the Division still does 
not have a physician on the staff. 


GWFerguson:0 


U.S tions Mission 
to Soul arabia 
Jidda 
October 31, 1953 
10: Mr. G, W. Ferguson, Chief 
Health and Sanitation Division 
FROM: J. Miles Butler, Malariologist 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report + October 1953 


The following is an account of observations made at Asfan and Wadi 
Khulais which were visited on July 23, 1953, Other information concern- 
ing this trip will be found in my July monthly report, ‘This reconnais- 


sance trip was made primarily to ascertain som of the preliminary health 
and sanitation measures that it may be necessary to instigate in the event 
this area is selected by the Natural Resources and Agriculture Divisions 

into a pilot demonstration, 


allow for more than a bird's eye view 
of the area, and only a limited number of searches for mosquito larvae 
and adults could be made, 


Asfan Valley (about 57 kn, N,i, Jidda)+ 


This small village is fomed of about 30 huts which are similar to 
those that exist in Wadi Fatima in general appearance and construction, 
except that these are made of thatched reeds and not palm leaves, 


We were able to flit nine huts, all of which were found negative for 
Anophelines and Culicines mosquitoes. 


The farms are situated about 7 km, south of the village, The water 
supply is obtained from a series of wells from which farm animals drive 


skin buckets 


huts only in the direct vicinity of the farms 
fond, Peasants resisted further flitting in 
their homes, This is the reason, as stated in my July monthly report, that 
it may be necessary to visit a village several times to participate in 
friendly "small talk" with gradual but persistent indoctrination of the tech- 
nical problems at hand, Otherwise, it is my observation that any project 
area by this Division would be abanded immediately upon 


Wadi Khulais (about 82 km, N.5, Jidda): 


The village is similar to the above mentioned, except for the presence 
of some mud-brick houses, Flitting, made in ten rooms and huts, gave nega- 
tive results, 


The farms are situated about 6 kn, east of the village, People claimed 
that there is only one spring in the area, but we observed that more wells 


were being operated by farm animals, 


We were able to examine the main irrigation canal and connecting ditches 
of this spring and the seepage pools formed by leakage water in blocked 
irrigation canals, All searches showed absence of mosquito larvae. Condi- 
tions on this farm were nearly similar to those of Wadi Fatima farns, 


Dr. Zahar, WHO Entomologist, and I agree that the area should be re- 
visited sometime in the fall when mosquito populations start to build up 
again and a comprehensive survey could be carried out, 


The following data gives the names of 20 people and their ages, the 
results of spleen examinations, and results of blood films with respect 
to malaria parasites found, 
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No. Mame Age Spleen Result of Blood Test# 

1 Marie Bin Abdul Hafiz 12 Zero BT. tr. 

2 Abdul Moghni Abdul Hafiz 10 " M.T.Y. 

: Atallah Bin Ghanan n " Negative 

Mohamed Bin Ahmed 6 " w 

5  Hamadan Bin Atitallah 12 tt M.T.r.cr. 

6 Nabih Bin Ghanam 10 " M.T.?. ++ 

7 Abdullah Bin Obiad 7 1 M.T.Y. 

8 Abdan Bin Atitallah 7 3 BT, tr. 

9  Borahim Bin Ahmed u 1 BT. tr, 
10 = Mosaied Bin Saied 1 Zero Negative 
TL —s_ Abdullah Bin Ghnan 15 " " 

2 Asia Bin Abdul Asis ; " " 
Tt pate ait nied j 

Hamid Bin Mohamed ho Zero # 
15 Wahid Bin Hamid 38 " " 
16 Saied Bin Mosaied 10 " " 
17 ‘Tahir Bin Abdul Rahim = -28 " " 
18 Abdullah Bin Omar s " " 
19 Sated Bin Abdullah 5 " ® 
20 Mohamed Bin Homaid 50 " # 

Tuesday 17/11/1372 -= 28/7/1953 

Wadi Khulais 


#Explanation of abbreviations: 


B,J., tertian malaria, caused by Plasmodium vivax, 

M,Z.y malignant tertian, caused by Plasmodiun falciparum. 
tr., trophosoite 

rey ring 

er., crescent (gametocytes) 

fp » Very numerous 


This data shows that 35% of the persons examined were definitely 
positive for human malaria, since seven of the twenty persons examined 
had malaria parasites in their blood, It should be noted that three of 
the four persons with enlarged spleens had malaria parasites in their 
bloods therefore, although the remaining person with an enlarged spleen 
did not have a positive blood film, it ¢an be assumed that he also had 
malaria, ‘his would show 0% of the people examined to have malaria. 


The one proof of malaria infection is the discovery of the parasite 
in the human bodys only the discovery of the parasite in the blood or 
other tissues is indisputable proof of the existence of the infection, 


¢ ' 
gee i ; “he 


necessary camping 
and laboratory investigations of malaria, This eqiipment, etc., will be 
necessary for malaria work regardless of the area chosen. 


Since my personal microscope and laboratory equipment have arrived 
and have been placed in our apartment, I have set up 
end of our living room where I can do the laboratory work. Through the 
cooperation of the WHO personnel in obtaining some chemical supplies and 
other minor items that the Mission can purchase locally, our wark in the 
Health and Sanitation Division concerning a malaria survey will not be held 
up until the arrival of the equipment and supplies ordered from the United 
States, It is naturally hoped that my present supplies will suffice until 
we receive this shipment. 


I inspected the T,0,A, Buffalo Turbine Duster after its re 
$.A.G. Ministry of Health, and found that it had been left with DDT 
ndxing chamber, six inches of DDT md caked in the bottom, and the filter 
and hoses clogged with DDT, After their men had cleaned the machine under 
my direction, I serviced it as to oil change, grease, gas, and then gave it 
a test run, It is now ready for use except for a4 inch turning cable. It 
is sitting in a broken-down truck in the WHO warehouse, 


JMButler:o 











MEMORANDUM October 31, 1953 





103 Mr. G. W, Ferguson, Chief 
Health and Sanitation Division 


FROM: Rolf 7, Skrinde 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report - October 1953 


The status of the New Quarantine Station has changed very little during 
the past month. The isolation section has continued to be used for the 
hospitalization of cases of quarantinable diseases, The number of patients 
has steadily declined, however, and at this time it is rumored that the Sta- 
tion will soon be closed for the year. 


Mr, Akili and I have maintained a schedule of daily supervision and 
inspection of the water and electric light system at the Station. The elece 
tric generator was moved to a more suitable location. There have been no 
further difficulties worthy of reporting. 


With the assistance of Mr. Akili, it was possible to calculate a cost 
estimate of the recommended improvements to the Reception and Disinfection 
Building, which was submitted to Mr. Ferguson, 


A drawing of the New Quarantine Station, with all information written 


Visits to Mr. AbduleXarim El Gussein and to Mr, Osman Ba Osman, Munici-~ 
pal Engineer and Director of the Water Department, respectively, resulted in 
no as to (1) the date of completion of the new pipeline, (2) 

estimated water pressures, (3) the anount of water delivered to Jidda 

the amount of water which the City will allow us to use at 





Mr G, W. Ferguson, Director Division Health and Sanitation, TCA 
From: Miss Jeannette E, Potter, Chie? Murce,?CA C7 f7 
Subjects Monthly Report for Oatober 1953 / 


Arrived in Jidda Ootober 5, 1953, 

This month has been spent in becoming acquainted with Jidda and the TCA 
program here, Visits have been made to all of the hospitals in Jidie both 
Goverment and private to become familiar with the facilities availabde here, 
These six hoapitals have an approximate bed capacity of 300 to serve the 
population of Jidda, 

A proposed Project Agreeuent has been prepared on the Maternal and Child 
Health Program, This awaits the consideration of the Ministry of Health, 
Also a tentative list of equipment and teaching aids needed to operate such 
a center has been compiled for reference so that procurement requests may be 
prepared if it is decided that TCA will supply all such materials, 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 
November Ist, 1953. 






MEMORANDUM 
TO: Harland J. Corson, Director 


U. S. Operations Mission 
FROM: Roy 0. Jackson, Acting Chief, en 
Natural Resources Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly report for Oetober=: 1953. 


The monthly reports of Mr. Bogue and Mr. Goudarzi are attached, 
Mr. Dougherty left no monthly report, but he spent the time prior to his 
departure as acting chief of the division concerned mainly with administrative 
matters of the division. 


I returned from home leave on October 8th and during the period 
October 8th to October 20th worked primarily on water well location problems. 
Following Mr. Dougherty's departure on October 20th I have been acting chief 
of the division. 


Division accomplishments during the month follow: 
1. The supervision of a water development program in the following communities: 


Yembo 

Lith 

Qizan 

FAO camp site (Tihama) 
Taif sanitarium 
Khulais 


2. The examination of the mining district at Zalm (Dhalm) in collaboration 
with Mr. Twitchell, advisor to the Office of Mines and Companies, Ministry 
6f Finance. 

3. The prepartation of reports dealing with: 


Geology of the proposed railroad route - Jidda = Riyadh 
Zalm mining district 


4, Continuation of mapping program #f various sections of western Saudi Arabia. 





October 31, 1953 


Harland J. Corson, Director 
US Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 





FROM: John A. Dunaway, Chief 
Public Administration and Government Services Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly Report - October 1953 

During the reporting period Mr. Dunaway was the only technician on 
duty, and he was fully occupied as Acting Director until October 9, 

Some time was spent in conference with the Director, who took over 
on October 8, on general matters relating to the Mission and in drafting 
job descriptions, plans for the Division for FY 1953 and 195k. 


CUSTOMS 
Several conferences were held with the members of the Customs Committee 


but unfortunately the two top ranking officials, Inspector General and 
Director General, were out of the city, The "bill of entry" on which the 
most important improvements in Customs administration depends, has not yet 
been printed but the Committee reports that proofs have been corrected, 
meke pert 
The new procedure which the use of the bill of entry will entedd was 


outlined and discussed with the Committee and a regulation governing the use 


of the bill of entry and certified invoice was drafted, Both documents are 





U.S. Operations Mission 


October 26, 1953 


TO: 


Harland J. Corson, Director 


US Operations Mission to Saudi Arabia 


We d, Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division 
Monthly activity Report + October 1953 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


September 30, 1953 


TO: John A. Dunaway, Acting U, S, Director 
of Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Robert D. Dolley, Chief, Education Division 


SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - September 1953 


The activity of the Education Division may be summed up for the month 
of September in three words - work, sweat and tears, There has been much 
work, great heat and more than the usual frustrations. 


The SAG officials who mst sign the Commercial School project remain 
in France, The Assistant Director of the school concluded his contract 
with TCA September 1. Conferences with the Commercial School Commission 
and Acting Country Director lead to an agreement for TCA to continue pay- 
ing the salary of the Assistant Director of the Commercial School for as 
mich as two months pending signing of project. The Assistant Director 
felt he should be given living allowance consideration in his salary 
starting as of the new contractual period in the same manner in which the 
allowance had been previously paid. 


He proposed that in staying on, the Commission agree to employ him 
when the project is signed at the total figure formerly paid him by TCA, 
which was 12,000 Saudi Riyals and 9,000 Saudi Riyals for living and 
travel expense, respectively, The Commission indicated an unwillingness 
to commit themselves to any kind of employment obligation prior to the 
signing of the project. TCA felt that beyond the payment of salary on a 
continued basis, there would be no possibility of paying a living allow- 
ance. 


The Commercial School was reopened after the Hadj on schedule with 
these problems unsolved, It now develops that the Assistant Director 
will quit as of the end of September, In anticipation of this eventual- 
ity, several members of the Commission have agreed to assume direct 
teaching and operational responsibilities until some better solution can 
be found, 


The apparent lack of ability of TCA to function within the ramifica- 
tion of regulations directly in the conduct of the Commercial School has 
kept this school project off center for many months, It is hoped that 


the project 


Creer 


the project can be signed very soon and the responsibility of direct 
operation removed from TCA, 


Much time has been spent in working and reworking budget figures, 
Although the projects covered in the budget are representative, good 
and with more than an even chance for consummation, some very important 
ones had to be left out and those included held to very close cost 
estimates. 


The attitude, however, in the administration of the Mission with 
respect to operating indicates that nothing can be done towards proceed- 
ing with program development until the budget has been approved; that 
funds otherwise allocated are for holding the line" obligations, 


Under these circumstances it is doubtful that any development pro- 
gress can be made aside from plaining for some time since the budget 
proposals have not in all probability yet reached Washington, Delay 
in this respect, as unavoidable as it may be, can prove very costly 
program-wise in this country where interests seem to mature and wane 
rapidly. 


There has been no change in daily working conditions, handicaps 
or advantages. 


Several important conferences on training and education have been 
held during the month: 


Three meetings of the Jidda Commercial School Commission were held 
for the purpose of discussing ways and means of carrying on the 
Comercial School. 


One conference with the Assistant Deputy Minister of Finance, now 
in charge of the Ministry during the absence from the Country of 
The Minister for the purpose of discussing progress on planning 
the over-all Country School Development Project. 


One conference with Prince Talal on training railroad employees 
and sending trainees to the States. More conferences are planned, 


Four trainees have pany ae U.S. and one leader grantee, 
This brings the total to seven/departed to the U.S. during this fiscal 
year. An official trainee report mch needed was received and has been 

of great assistance in answering inquiries of interested government 
agencies, All efforts to get trainees into the American University of 
Beirut have been frustrated either by the Ministries in Arabia or directly 
by AUB, Until AUB modifies its training programs to meet TCA objectives, 
or Saudi Arabia changes its school system to meet AUB academic require- 
ments, there is very little likelihood that any regional contractual 
arrangement with the American University of Beirut will be of any benefit 
to Saudi Arabians under TCA sponsorship. 


O 0 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
FECHIHEAE COOPERATION-ADMINISTRATION 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





September 26, 1953 


MEMORANDUM 
TO: John A. Dunaway, Acting U. S, Director 


of Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia Md W if 
‘ 
0 . ‘ 


FROM: G. W. Ferguson, Chief, Health and Sanitation Divisi 


SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - September 1953 


Critique 


This has been the month of expectation. The new Country Director 
was expected but didn't arrive, The Minister of Health was expected back 
from a long trip, but didn't arrive, The final 195 budget was expected 
but didn't arrive. The chief nurse for the division was ep ected, but 
never arrived, One of the two physicians requested was expected, but now 
it is learned that he will not come, 


There seems to be developing a better relationship between the Ministry 
of Health and the Division, This has probably been caused by the fact that 
the Ministry is beginning to believe that TCA may be of some help to it 
as evidenced by the implementing of the quarantine station project agreement, 
The presence of Dr. Butler and Mr. Skrinde working in the Ministry has been 
most helpful in this respect. 


Operations Sumary 


A. Progress 


It is assumed that TCA/W is expediting the purchase of the dis- 
infection equipment requested last month. 


Mr. Skrinde continued to work with Ministry personnel on plans 
and specifications to renovate the building for disinfecting. 


Dr. Butler and Mr, Skrinde are assisting in the interior layout 
of the laboratory building at the quarantine station. 


It has been reported that smallpox broke out in homeward-bound 
Egyptian pilgrims. Travel restrictions to Egypt and Lebanon for pilgrims 
were imposed for a while. 


QO ate 0 


An Egyptian ship's doctor reported cases of smallpox in pilgrims 
boarding a ship in Jidda, After a meeting with health authorities, it 
was agreed that the cases were "heat rash." 


Some five Turkish pilgrims were quarantined for 1h days because 
of a suspected case of smallpox, No cases developed, 


B. Local Participation 


The Ministry has still not completed arrangements for providing 
adequate power and water at the quarantine station, However, the mainten- 
ance engineer is cooperating nicely in designing layouts for laboratory 
and disinfecting building. Slowly the "wheels seem to be turning." 


Cc. Train: 


The Ministry refused to nominate the man mentioned in last month's 
report for a scholarship to the American University of Beirut. It also 
refused to support the request of one of its employees to be granted a 
scholarship for Health Education, These were disappointments for us. 

Now at the last minute the Ministry nominates three people for these 
scholarships, but their applications have not been received as yet, It 
looks very doubtful if they can be processed in time for enrollment. At 
least the Ministry is now thinking about training. 


Program Development 


A DS=150 for $2500.00 for the Maternal and Child Health Project Agree- 
ment was requested from TCA/W, but no answer has been received. 


Miss Potter, Chief Nurse, is still waiting in Beirut because housing 
is not available here. Naturally nothing can be done on this project 
until personnel and funds arrive, This project has been "on the fire" 
since last March. 


The people now in charge of the Ministry seem almost incapable of 
making decisions, It is rumored that Prince Abdullah Faisel, Minister 
of Health, will return soon, so maybe more action will be taken then. 


General plans and specifications for hospital and sanatoria con- 
struction were loaned to a Swedish architect who is designing a sanatorium 


for the Ministry of Health to be built in Taif. He stated that these were 
very helpful to him, 


Agreements and Requests 
A. Agreements executed 


None. 


O 4- 0 


Be Agreements under current negotiation 


Same as before - no action, 


C. Implementation of Agreements 


Refer to Operations Summary. 


D. Req. ests 


None. 


Program Information 
Nothing . 


Technical Cooperation Program other than Point IV 
Nothing new to report. 


Program Administration 


The Mission received a target budget for 195), Each division was 
requested to resubmit a proposed budget,which was done, After some dis- 
cussion the Country Director allocated $297,000 to the division exclusive 
of eight scholarships, 


O 0 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


TEORIRICAIOCOOKERATION ARMINIET RATION 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





September 29, 1953 


TO: John A. Dunaway, Acting U, S, Director 
of Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: © W, Jy Bdens, Chief, Agriculture Division // JE 
/ 
SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - September 1953 


Critique 


During the month of September the Agriculture Division was requested 
to resubmit its 195) budget based on a planning fund figure announced by 
« This was to be accomplished without making any suggested com- 
mitments to the Saudis, Also, the 1955 budget has been submitted, Until 
the budget allotment for Agriculture has been announced by the Washington 
Office, project planning and commitments thereto will be practically at a 
standstill. 


Technical personnel has been making reconnaissance surveys in the 
Jidda area relative to livestock numbers, types and breeds; feed problems, 
range and revegetation conditions, well drilling activities, and farming 
in general. Plans for establishing a livestock improvement farm in Wadi 
Fatima are being considered. On October lst Messrs. Parker, Schwan and 
Stewart will begin a desert trip that will take them into important farn- 
ing areas in Central Saudi Arabia and along the Persian Gulf, The purpose 
of this trip will be to observe and study range management and range 
revegetation problems; livestock numbers, conditions and possibilities of 
improvement; crops grow, irrigation and cultural practices; and customs 
affecting agricultural practices. 


Mr. C. Verne Stewart, Extension Specialist, and family arrived Sep- 
tember 5, Mr. Thomas J, Moon has recuperated sufficiently to return to 
work, However, medical advisors recommended that he not return to Saudi 
Arabia. Most of the entire program planning is impeded because of the 
lack of a Soils Specialist and an irrigation engineer, 


Mr, Sadek Husseini departed for the U.S, to attend the Leader Train- 
ing program in water spreading and range management. 


The date study by Mr. Roy W. Nixon is progressing according to plan. 


Operetions Summary 


A. Progress 


Mr. C. Verne Stewart, Extension Specialist, and family arrived 
September 5th. Mr, Stewart comes to us from the Colorado Agricultural 
Extension Service. A Soils Specialist is scheduled to arrive in the 
month of October, An irrigation engineer is badly needed to help deter- 
mine the best use of water now being developed in Wadi Khulais, four 
wells have been drilled, the largest of which delivers about 500 gallons 
per minute, 


The 195) budget was resubmitted and has been forwarded to FOA/TS/W 
for approval. The original proposal of eight projects was reduced to 
five, They are as follows: (1) Livestock improvement farm, (2) Establish- 
ment of range demonstration plots in three grazing areas of Saudi Arabia, 
(3) Demonstration of improved land drainage in the Al Hasa Oasis, (l) 
Establishment of a crop experimental plot near Hofuf, and (5) Distribution 
of purebred sires in four commnities, These proposed projects were dis- 
cussed with the Acting Director of the Department of Agriculture, Mr, 
Ahmed Bodkook, and the Assistant Deputy Minister of Finance, His Excellency, 
Shaikh Abdul-Aziz Sulaiman, They agreed that the proposed projects were 
desirable and approved them for further discussion and as subjects of 
project agreements, At this meeting I discovered the Saudis had the idea 
that TCA was to initiate a program of its own in Saudi Arabia, which would 
be in addition to whatever the Government would be doing. On numerous 
occasions it had been explained to the Director of Agriculture and his 
assistants that the Agriculture Division of Point IV was here to work co- 
operatively with them, lending whatever technical assistance possible in 
carrying forward their own program of agricultural improvement. This 
fuzzy understanding is due primarily to the fact that the Agriculture 
Department has never been in a position to write a project plan in co- 
operation with the Saudis so that the contributions by both parties would 
be demonstrated. 


Technicians have continued to make trips to wadis here in the West to 
observe and study farm conditions and operations, An extended survey trip 
to Central Saudi Arabia and along the Persian Gulf from El Kharj to Qatif 
has been in the stage of planning and preparation for the past month, The 
primary objectives of this trip will concern livestock conditions and 
problems, range management, the possibilities of range revegetation, and 
farm conditions and practices in general. The trip will include visits to 
the El Kharj farms and the Royal Farm at Dammam to observe experimental 
work now in process. Government officials will be contacted in several 
places. 


A visit was made to the British Locust Control Camp north of Jidda, 
for the purpose of discussing present control problems. The Department 
of Agriculture is agreeable to Mr, Wm. B, Mabee coming to Jidda for the 


s 
Oo i 0 
A purpose of discussing what Saudi Arabia can do to further cooperate in 
locust control. An invitation to visit Jidda has been extended to Mr. 
Mabee by this Division. 


Well drilling for irrigation water in Wadi Khulais will continue. 
However, an effort will be made to locate wells out of the wadi bed near 
the farm land. The present wells are four to six kilometers from the 
Be se land now farmed, No suitable farm land is between these two 
points, 


The date study now being made by Mr. Roy W. Nixon, USDA date special- 
ist, is progressing according to plans, 


Program Development 


little can be done at the present to further develop the proposed 
agricultural program until approval for the FY=195) budget has been ob- 
tained, Mr. Parker continues to plan with the Department of Agriculture 
technician for the development of a livestock improvement farm near Jidda. 
A project plan for this work cannot be written and agreed to until the 
budget allotment for 195) is known. 


Mr. Sadek Husseini, TCA=SAG Liaison Officer, has been sent to the 
United States to participate in the 3-month's bader training course in 
water spreading and range management improvement on arid lands in the 
U.S. A trip by Messrs. Schwan, Parker, Stewart and Edens was made to 
lower Wadi Khulais to observe water spreading efforts by natives, Under 
the leadership of competent water spreading technicians this wadi might 
be selected as a demonstration area, Methods now followed appear to be 
very inefficient. 


As our program develops, it is essential that something be done to 
reduce the loss of time and inconvenience in getting certain things done. 
Certain efforts of the FOA Agriculture Division are greatly hampered by 
the present arrangement whereby the U.S. Embassy services the FOA Mission, 
When food supplies and household effects of technical personnel arrive at 
the Jidda dock, the same sits there for weeks, or more than a month at times 
before the same are delivered to the omer, despite the fact that such in- 
coming goods are not subject to import duties. There appears little interest 
at the Embassy relative to when the above items are cleared and delivered, 
When an interested effort has been made to obtain the above-mentioned items 
from Customs, it has been accomplished in just a few days. 


Another thing - under the present set-up with the Embassy, when the 
Agriculture Division needs some car parts, car tools, cooking pots and 
pans, or some bolts, screws and nuts to make a trip into the desert which 
may last for several weeks, the technicians making the trip and who know - 
according to plan - exactly the kind and type articles needed, must have a 
list of the said articles submitted to a clerk at the Embassy who, in turn, 
has another clerk take the list to the marketplace and make the purchase. 
In all probability the two clerks have never eerienced a trip of the type 


D -L- ? 


mentioned, and we all know that when you attempt to purchase items in 
the Jidda Suq, it is usually necessary to make many substitutions 
involving many stores. 


On August , 1953, a lug wrench, car pump, set of six assorted end 
wrenches, tin funnel, and a claw hammer were requisitioned, Four of the 
five items were delivered September 2, 1953, or a lapse of more than 
six weeks. The technician requesting these items could have purchased 
the five during a part of any one day. 


A requisition was placed September 2, 1953, for a number of items 
required to make the trip planned to begin October 1, 1953, ‘The last 
of these items that could be purchased in Jidda was not delivered until 


September 29, or a lapse of four weeks. 


Prograin Information 


None, except to keep the Country Director informed from time to time 
regarding contacts with Government personnel, and important items of 
discussion, 


Technical Cooperation Programs other than Point 


FAO is continuing with its survey and study in Wadi Gizan. 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi arabia 


September 30, 1953 


John Ay Dunaway, Acting U, S, Director 


of Yechnical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


10: 


Robert D, Dolley, Chief, Sducation )ivision 


Monthly Activity Report + September 1953 
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Mr, John A. Dunaway, Acting U, 5, Director of 


Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arable 
Donald P, Dougherty, Acting Chief, 
Natural Resources Division 
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September 26, 1953 


Gs Ws Ferguson, Chief, Health and Sanitetion Division 


John Ay Dunaway, Acting U, 5, Director 
Monthly Activity Report - September 1953 
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Dr. Butler and Mr, Skrinde are assisting in the interior layout 


of the labaratory building at the quarantine station. 
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Refer to Operations Swmary, 


Nothing new to report, 
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UNITED STATES va AMERICA 





POREION OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





MEMORANDUM September 29, 1953 
TOs Mr, John A. Dunaway, Acting U. S, Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 
FROM: —-E, F, Sinclair a 
Chief, Transportation & Communications Div, Ls 


SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - September 1953 


On September 17th, Mr. Dunaway, the Acting Director, and I conferred 
with Prince Talal], newly appointed Minister of Transportation and 
Commnications, In the course of the conference, the general problems 
of the field covered by the Ministry were discussed with particular 
reference to the TCA program, 


The Minister was critical of the expenditure for the railway survey 
and expressed the opinion that the proposed railway was economically 
unsound and should not be built, and that instead the money should be Vv 
spent on improved highways. Mr. Dunaway remarked that the survey was 
undertaken by TCA at the request of SAG, and that this did not necessarily 
imply approval of the road from the economic standpoint, , 


Mr, Dunaway explained to the Prince that under our proposed budget 
there was no money allocated for any specific transportation or communi- 
cation project, but that there was one proposed project - Visual Omni 
Range equipment for possible installation at the Jidda Airport - which 
would, at present, come under the Minister of Defense. 


The subject of the proposed allocation of money from a special appro- 
priation to the Middle Fast countries for the purpose of economic develop- 
ment was also discussed, However, no figures were given as to what the 
amount would be for Saudi Arabia, The request of the Minister of Finance 
for a merchant marine expert to come out and make a study of the possi- 
bility of a merchant fleet for Saudi Arabia wes also brought to His Royal 
Highness' attention, 


The Prince was most receptive of the information imparted to him and 
was eager to learn all he could about what we were able to do in assisting 
the new Ministry, and stated that he would like very much for us to get 
our highway and telephone communication engineers over here, 


He inquired if Mr. Sinclair would be available at any time for the 
purpose of discussing matters concerning his Department, and he was , 
assured that he would be insofar as his duties as Acting Executive Officer 


permits . 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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Monthly Activity Report - Sept, 1953 
Transportation & Commnications Div. 


The Prince had in mind a considerable highway program, plus telephone 
communications and radio communications. 


His Highness agreed to the suggestion that it would simplify TCA/SA 
dealings with the SAG if the separation of functions between the Ministry 
of Finance, which formerly included transportation and communications, 
were clearly defined in an official communication, 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TREHAICHE= COB RERTTHON DMHNISTRAT ION! 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 

Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
October 3, 1953 





T0: Mr. John A. Dunaway, Acting U. S. Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Donald F. Dougherty, Acting Chief, 
Natural Resources Division ~ 


SUBJECT: Monthly Program Summary - September 1953 


The geologic investigation at Lith, started in August, was completed 
early in September. This was for the purpose of recommending sites to be 
drilled to obtain a water supply for Lith, Drilling has not yet been 
started as all drillers were otherwise occupied. 


Field trips to Taif and Khulais areas were made to check on progress 
of drilling there, 


The map compilation to accompany the geologic report on the proposed 
Riyadh-Jidda railroad was completed during the month. 


A field trip was made to Yenbo-Medina area to check on the progress 
of the drilling in Yenbo-Nakhl and to complete the geologic mapping on 
that part of the Riyadh-Jidda railroad, 


A water well producing about 500 gallons per minute and another 
producing about 200 gallons per minute were completed and tested during 
the month in Wadi Khulais., It should now be possible to start intensive 
work on the agricultural development of this area, 


DFDougher ty 30 
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Bay an Septenber 12, 1953 
1 Division Chiefs 
FROM: Jolin A, Dunaway, Acting 0, 5. Director of 
Technical cooperation in Saudi Arabla 
SUBJECT: Monthly Sweary of Activities of Technicians 


Brief description of SAG participations 

Program information stressing information of a human interest 
type illustrating problems, difficulties, local attitudes, 
response to program, etc.; 

Information, if any, regarding work with Wi, PAO, etc, 

See ane ote me ee Geb 8 ae et 
copy ved np op emt ng ted hed ow mata pol. oe 
submitted to the Directer by the Division Chiefs, 
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MEMORANDUM August 30, 1953 


103 Mr, John A. Dunaway, Acting U. S. Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


Chief, 
FROM: W. J, Edens, /Agriculture Division // 


/ 


f 
SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - August 1953 


Critique 


The Agricultural staff has been augmented by one additional 
technician, Mr. Herbert E, Schwan, Range Management and Conservation 
Specialist, Range reconnaissance surveys are now in process, Surveys 
are continuing in animal husbandry, and discussions are in process 
with the Department of Agriculture representatives relative to the 
establishment of a livestock demonstration farm, and the construction 
of three demonstration pit silos in that many wadis, Agricultural 
leaders are being selected to attend the 3-month study of water 
spreading and range management to begin in the United States 
September 20, 1953, 


The date study is well underway, and Mr, Roy W, Nixon rerorts 
that results have been very satisfactory thus far. Mr. Parker and 
Mr, Schwan are planning an extensive range and livestock trip to some 
of the important interior livestock areas in Saudi Arabia. 


The FY 1954 Agriculture Division budget has been revised in line 
with the increased allotment made available by TCA/W, Eight proposed 
projects have been set forth in this revision, 


It has been quite evident ever since my coming to Saudi Arabia 
that the Saudi Department of Agriculture, as it is now organized 
and administered, is of little value to the country. Possibly steps 
can be taken at an early date to see if the situation can be improved, 


Operation Summary 
A, Progress 


Mr. Herbert E. Schwan, Range Management and Conservation 
Specialist, arrived August 4. Mr. Schwan comes to us from Forest 
Service, U. S, Department of Agriculture, and has entered on his 
duties by starting a general reconnaissance survey of livestock 
grazing areas in Saudi Arabia, Other personnel is scheduled to arrive 
in early fall. The Chief of this division is quite concerned about 
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the recruitment suspension of an irrigation and land reclamation 
engineer, This man and an agronomist are two of the most important 
technicians needed in initiating an agricultural improvement program 
in this country, Almost a year has passed since the technical 
agricultural program agreement for Saudi Arabia was signed. Proposed 
projects now being planned, which must include crops and the better 
use of water, will depend greatly on these two technicians. Injurious 
insects are everywhere here in Saudi Arabia, yet recruitment of an 
entomologist has been suspended. So far as I know, no study has ever 
been made of insects in Saudi Arabia, TCA could make a very basic 
and substantial technical contribution in the field of entomology, 


The overall appropriation made available last week to this 
Mission will serve to stimlate present efforts and give a new lease 
on the Mission's life which was at a low ebb, 


A new well has been brought in in Wadi Khulais which, accordimg 
to the Natural Resources Division, will prove to be large enough for 
irrigation purposes, However, any irrigation water developed in 
this wadi will have to await qualified technical assistance in the 
field of engineering to make the water available to crop land. The 
same is true for Wadi Itwad of the Asir-Tihama, 


The date study now in process in the Persian Gulf area is 
well on schedule, Mr, Roy W, Nixon, USDA date specialist, reparts that 
work thus far is satisfactory, The study of varieties and cultural 
practices is concentrated at Hofuf, Qatif, Dammam and Fl Kharj, 


Vehicles for the Agriculture Division, ordered last February, 
have not arrived, Their further delay will soon cause field travel 


difficulties, 


Program Development 


The increased budget places the division in a position to begin 
talking project development. For several months, and until just last 
week, the division was in no position to discuss program development, 


The Saudi Department, for some time, has been interested in 
developing a livestock demonstration farm near Jidda on the Mecca 
road. Mr, 1. 0, Parker has been meeting with Mr. Mohammed El Bakry, 
animal husbandman of the Saudi Department of Agriculture, to discuss 
their plans -- objectives, factors involved, and a possible plan of 
procedure, There is much opportunity to demonstrate the use of 
better sires and feeding practices, and to develop foundation herds 
of sheep, goats, and dairy cows for the dissemination of their sires 
to various commmities or centers, Mr, Parker has also assisted the 
Animal Husbandry Division make plans for a trench silo demonstration 
in three commnities, 


A search is being made to select two leaders in agriculture to | 
take advantage of the three-month study of water spreading and range Vv 


«he 


management in the U.S, Thus far Mr, Sadek Husseini, TCA-Host Government 
liaison Officer and former Agricultural Advisor to the Department of 
Agriculture, has been reported to TCA/W for attendance, An invitation 

is being extended to the Assistant Director of Agriculture to avail 
himself of this leader training award, 


The present Saudi Department of Agriculture needs strengthening 
and reorganization from the ground up. The present Director is not 
qualified for his job and further, he is not sufficiently interested 
in work that the department is and should be doing. Furthermore, 
he absents himself from his office for long periods of time. It is 
my intention to take this matter up with the Finance Ministry when the 
time appears appropriate, 


The FY 1954 budget for the Agriculture Division has been revised, 
based on the increased appropriation made available for personnel, 
projects, supplies and equipment, etc. Eight proposed projects 
have been set forth in this budget revision, and the same will be 
discussed, in general, with the Department of Agriculture officials 
when the Mission Director has confirmed Mission Division allotments, 


Program Information None. 
Technical Cooperation Programs other than Point IV 


FAO is in the process of establishing a camp in Wadi Gizan, 
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FAO is attempting to establish a canp in Wadi Gisan, 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


American Embassy 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





MEMORANDUM June 29, 1953 


T0: Mr. John A. Dunaway, Acting U. S. Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM:  W, J. Edens, Agriculture Division “>=, 
SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report - June 1953 


Technical field accomplishment has been practically nil due 
to the lack of technicians. However, the recruitment of technical 
personnel continues to show signs of improvement. A date specialist 
will arrive July lst, and a livestock specialist is now enroute to 
Jidda, The desert range specialist is in the process of orientation 
in Washington, and country clearance has been requested for another 
extension specialist. Not much progress has been made to fill two 
critical positions -- irrigation engineer and soil specialist. 


Two vehicles have been dispatched to the Hofuf area to be used 
by the incoming date specialist. Both of these vehicles have been 
used considerably, Vehicles ordered in February 1953 for the Agri- 
culture Division have not been shipped from the U. S, This appears 
to be unwarranted delay. 


Field trips have been made to Wadi Khulais and exploratory 
drilling for water there continues. At present drilling at Wadi 
Itwad in the Asir is at a standstill, Statistics pertaining to crop 
production throughout Saudi Arabia have been obtained from the Depart~ 
ment of Agriculture and tabulated. 


Thought has been given to initiating agricultural work in areas 
other than Itwad and Khulais as personnel is sent to the field, until 
water development and road improvements have progressed further in the 
Asir, 


Operation Summary 


a. Progress 


Little progress has been made due to the fact that no 
projects are in operation, Projects are not in operation because 
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of the lack of technicians, In addition, the one signed project 
agreement directly affecting the Division of Agriculture -- The Rural 
Community Development Project -- is an agreement that was entered 
into with unnecessary haste and with little regard for ways and means 
of implementing it, though the Director was advised of problems and 
difficulties in a memo dated December 11, 1952, prior to signing the 
agreement, And because of a communication from TCA/W requesting that 
the Asir Community Development Project be expedited, a memo was pre- 
pared and submitted to the Country Director setting forth views of 
the Agriculture Division, the same to be forwarded to the Washington 
office, This memo gave a detailed description of agricultural con- 
ditions and operations in Wadi Itwad, problems that must be faced 
there, and suggested a procedure of action as follows: 


1, Recommend to the SAG that active technical assistance in the Wadi 
Itwad area be deferred until ground water for irrigation purposes 
has been proven reasonably adequate, and improvements made on the 
rugged trail of more than 400 miles connecting Jidda and the Wadi, 


2. Dispatch an irrigation engineer and a soils technician to Wadi 
Itwad to determine how the present system of obtaining surface 
water from the wadi can be improved, and follow up this study 
with concrete work in cooperation with the host government, 


3. In cooperation with SAG, select a minimum of three community areas 
(including Khulais for the present) for developing improvement 
programs in agriculture, health, natural resources, transportation 
and vocational training. 


4. Write project agreements for the selected conmunities and get them 
signed. 


5, Begin assembling personnel, equipment and supplies to implement the 
project agreements. 


The recruitment of personnel is improving. Mr. Roy W. Nixon, 
date palm specialist, is scheduled to arrive July lst, His work will 
be concerned with the selection of the best date varieties to be pro- 
pagated by date farmers, ways and means of propagetion, and improved 
cultural practices, Mr, Tollie 0, Parker, livestock specialist, will 
arrive in Jidda July 2nd. The Sandi Agriculture Department has 
arranged to have its livestock specialist return from Egypt where 
he is in training, to serve as counterpart to Mr. Parker. Mr, Herbert E. 
Schwan has been appointed desert range conservationist and is now 
being oriented in Washington. Country clearance has been requested 
for Mr, Fred A, Barham, extension specialist, 


Men in the field are of little use unless vehicles are avail- 
able for their transportation. Five vehicles were requisitioned 
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February 19, 1953, Purchase orders were not authorized until April 10, 
A telegram last week advised that the vehicles would be shipped 

within 60 days after the present strike. The vehicles should have 
arrived in Jidda before the strike began. The Agriculture Division 
will shortly have two field technicians and no suiteble vehicles with 
which to begin work, A few of the Saudis are still looking hopefully 
to TCA, but the Saudi Arabian camel back is getting very weak. 


Devel 


During the month exploratory well drilling has continued in 
Wadi Khulais, This wadi serves a relatively small populetion as 
compared with areas such as Fatima, Abha, Riyadh, Hofuf, Dammon, 
Qatif, et al. The Hofuf area has a population of about 150,000 and 
large supplies of water are available the year around, The above six 
areas are reasonably accessible, except Abha, The Mission's admin- 
istrative policy thus far has been that initial efforts by the 
Agriculture Division in Saudi Arabia mst be in either Wadi Itwad 
or Wadi Khlais, However, as technicians arrive in the field the 
Agriculture Division Chief, in cooperation with the host government, 
hopes to begin agricultural extension work in some of the above-~ 
mentioned localities where it is determined that technical assistance 
can be most effective. Officials of the Department of Agriculture con- 
cur in this viewpoint. 


The proposed FY-54 budget will not permit the Agriculture 
Division to develop a program of mich consequence. In fact, the 
budget provides only for personne] and training awards. Funds are 
not provided for supplies, equipment and travel - a perfect stymie, 


A nt, Re None, 
Program Information 


It is my opinion that the Saudis are rether pessimistic con- 
cerning what TCA will actually accomplish in their country, Steps 
should be taken to overcome this attitude. More program action in the 
field and a country allotment in line with other middle eastern 
countries will do mch to correct present attitudes, 


Technical Cooperation Program other than Foint IV 
FAO has made little progress recently in field activities, 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


MEMORANDUM May 31, 1953 


10: John A. Dunaway, Acting U. S, Director of 
Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Wm, J, Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division //~ 
SUBJECT: Monthly Activity Report = May, 1953 


Critique 


The recruitment of technical personnel showed signs of improvement 
during the month, An Animal Husbandman is now in the Washington office 
for orientation. Country clearance was obtained for a Desert Range 
Conservationist and date specialist, and clearance for an Extension 
Specialist has been requested, Three Saudis employed by the Department 
of Agriculture were approved for study in the U.S, 


The Chief Agriculturist visited several important farming areas. 
These included the commmities of Yenbo, Medina, Anazia, Buraida, 
Riyadh and £1 Kharj. 


Agricultural improvement work in agricultural areas await the arrival 


of technical personnel, 


Operation Summary 


Little progress has been made due to the fact that no projects are 
in operation. Work accomplished has been the general preparation for 
the arrival of technicians, The seed planted at one of the Agriculture 


Department farms are making a fair growth, This test may prove profitable 


provided the plants are not destroyed by sheep, goats, oxen and other 


native animals, Before continuing this work, it will be necessary to have 


the services of soils and crops technicians, The Chief Agriculturist 
visited several important agricultural areas in central Saudi Arabia, 


Progran Development 


There are no specific projects in operation, Program development 


is still in the planning stage. About the first of July, 1953, work will 
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begin on the identification of the more profitable varieties of dates 
in the Al Hasa Province, This work will continue throughout the growing 
and ripening season, 


While at El Kharj a visit was made to an expanding well drilling 
area, These wells are being drilled primarily by members of the Royal 
Family, Their delivery capacity is entirely too small, and some are on 
land where there is mch doubt about suitability for farming, The soils 
specialist and irrigation engineer are needed badly, Advice is needed 
on land leveling, and this could develop into an important project. 


Finance Minister, H.E. Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, is developing a 
farm near Riyadh. He wants it to be an experimental and demonstration 
farm for that area, At his request, Mr. Moon visited the farm and con- 
sulted with the Finance Minister and his farm manager relative to layout 
and irrigation, The Minister was promised further technical assistance 
when technicians arrive, 


During the month Division Chiefs were informed of proposed budget 
allocations for the FY=5) program. The proposed amount of funds for 
personnel does not allow for a balanced technical staff in the basic 
phases of agriculture essential to (1) determining rural commnity 
improvement needs, (2) developing project plans based on these needs, 
and (3) providing minimum research leadership for a strong, progressive 
and continuous agricultural program, Furthermore, the proposed budget 
does not provide any funds for operating equipment, supplies, field travel 
and maintenance, which are real costs in any rural development program, 
Program development under these conditions has a rather dim outlook, for 
personnel sent to the Mission will be immobilized and have no demonstra- 
tion, experimental and other instruction aids with which to make their 
technical abilities effective. 


Plans are under way to provide the date specialist with living accomo- 
dations, government counterparts and means of travel, Drilling for water 
in Wadi Khulais is encouraging. However, it is the opinion of the Chief 
Agriculturist that land suited to cropping is rather limited, More def- 
inite plans can be made after the making of a soil survey, It is hoped 
that a soil specialist can be provided in the near future, 


Agreements and Requests. None. 
Program Information 


Reports have been made to the Country Director concerning conferences 
and trips during the month. 


Technical Cooperation Programs Other tha Point k. 


FAO appears to be making little progress. 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 


April 26, 1953 
MEMORANDUM 


TO; Mr, John A, Dunaway, Acting U. S. Director of Technical 
Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Dr, Ws J. Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division 777, 
RE: Monthly Activity Report - April, 1953 


Critique 


The agricultural program is in the same condition reported last month. 
There is still the same lack of technical personnel mcessary to the 
development of project agreements and their prosecution, Not being in 
a position to initiate projects slows up the need for commmnications and 
activities normally expected. However, efforts are being made with every 
opportunity to further program planning. Attention has been given to 
housing requirements, types ¢ poject agreements, visiting wadi areas, 
and the planting of seed at two locations, 


Operation Summary 
a. Progress 


1, The El Darb Rural Commmnity Development Project remains at 
a standstill due to there being no technicians on hand to begin work, 
Further exploratory well drilling has not given satisfactory results. 
It is very doubtful that wells will be drilled which will provide water 
for irrigating the large tract of land northwest of El Darb, This situa- 
tion greatly diminishes the over-all country value of the Asir project, 
With the arrival of the irrigation engineer, the possibilities of water 
spreading on this land will be investigated. It may be possible to make 
use of surplus water coming down Wadi Itwad by the construction of a low- 
cost dam. 


Program Develomment 


Trips early in the month were made to Wadi Khulais to inspect land 
suited to agricultural purposes, Representatives of the Natural Resources 
Division (TCA) accompanied us on these trips to investigate possible drill- 
ing sites. The limited land of any value was being cultivated, and the 


surrounding areas were of course and fine sand, Some localities were 
growing plants that are indicative of a salty soil condition, Further 
exploration awaits the soils technician as well as the irrigation engin- 
eer. 


In cooperation with the Department of Agriculture arrangements were 
made to plant some seed at two of the Departmental experiment farns, 
This work is being done without the advice of a soils specialist, Soils 
vary mich, and water used for irrigation in this country varies consider- 
ably in its adaptation to crop requirements, Thus far, soybean, peanut, 
sorghum and cantaloup seed have been planted, This work is under the 
supervision of Thomas J, Moon, Oxen power was applied to the small turn- 


ing plow provided by TCA in preparing the sud-bed, 


The Deputy Finance Minister called a meeting in his office to discuss 
projects in the Tihama of Asir, In addition to the Deputy Minister, the 
following attended: Mr. Dunaway, Acting Director of TC in Saudi Arabia, 
Shaikh Ahmed Obaid, Director General of Agriculture, Fred Johnson, Chief 
of the FAO Mission, Sadek Husseini, SAG-TCA Idaison Officer, and myself, 
This meeting was primarily to request TCA to accept responsibility for 
additional projects in connection with the agricultural project being 
undertaken by FAO in Wadi Gizan. 


Attention is being given to drafting a type project agreement to be 
used in the various rural areas where agricultural improvement programs 
will be initiated. On account of the present personnel recruitment situa- 


tion, it is not advisable to push for agreements since the Saudis are now 
discontented about our slowness to activate programs of work, 


Agreements and Requests. None. 


Program Information 


Reports have been made to the Country Director concerning conferences 
and sundry trips during the month, 


Technical Cooperation Programs Other than Point 4 


The status of FAO's program is comparable to that of one month ago, 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi drabla 





voRANDU April 1, 1953 


T0; John A, Dunaway, Acting U. S. Director of Technica 
Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: W. J. Edens, Chief, Acriculture Division Wy 


RE; Monthly Activity Report - March, 1953 


Critique 

The Agricultural -program is in a critical condition, This is due 
to the lack of technical personnel which is necessary for the develop- 
ment of project agreements and their prosecution. The Agriculture 
Division does not have on hand one technical specialist in any of the 
basic fields of agriculture. Saudi Government officials are stating 
that Point 4 Agriculture appears to be merely something on paper. 
This situation can be corrected by initiating action programs with 
technicians available to man the work, provided there is not much fur- 
ther delay, 


Operation Summary 


a. Trogness 

1, The 21 Darb Rural Commmity Development Project is prac~ 
tically at a standstill, There are no technicians on hand to begin 
work with the farmers, and the test wells thus fer have not proven 
satisfactory. Additional exploratory drilling may correct this situa- 
tion. Mr, Thomas J, Moon made a trip to Bl Darb for the purpose of 
selecting a site on which living quarters for technicians are to be 
constructed, Drilling at the first site did not produce desirable 
water, It will be necessary to select another site, While in the 
area lr, Moon made notes on sizes of villages, size and types of farms, 
crops and livestock grow; methods of seeding, cultivation, harvesting, 
storage of crops, insect pests, flora of the area, and facilities for 
irrigation. 


Three conferences were held with the Director General of Agricul- 
ture during the month. The first conference was pertaining to a pro- 
ject the Director General is suggesting for the Gizan Wadi area, His 
project plan apes the Gezira land development scheme in the Sudan, If 
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the Tihama had a large river that could be tapped for the necessary 
water, such & project modified to meet country conditions would have 
some merit. The second conference was for discussing the possibili- 
ties of bringing a date specialist to Saudi Arabia to identify the best 
varieties and give instruction concerning more desirable methods of 
taking offshoots and transplanting them, A request for the employment 
of this specialist to begin work at an early date has been forwarded to 
TCAM, The third conference was for discussing the proposed budget of 
the Department of Agriculture for the next fiscal year, The Director 
General is asking for a very large increase in funds, which probably 
will not be granted. 


A trip was made to Eastern Saudi Arabia to investigate the 
possibilities of housing personnel in the Al Hasa Province, Very 
few houses and apartments are available, and rentals are extremely 
high, These accomiodations are available only in the Village of 
Dammam and it probably is not advisable to locate American technicians 
there. The matter was discussed with the U. S. Consul-General, Max 
Bishop, and both of us agreed that the most satisfactory solution 
would be to build living quarters on the Consulate Compound. 


Several farms were visited in company with Mr, J. ©, Hamilton, 
ARAMCO Agricultural Consultant. I learned that many wells for irriga- 
tion purposes are being drilled in the Al Hasa Province and in the 
general vicinity of Riyadh. However, farmers are following ancient 
methods of applying water to the soil, A project for the demonstration 
of land leveling would be very appropriate, When appropriate personnel 
arrives, consideration will be given to a land leveling project in this 
area, My report on trip to Dhahran of March 1, gives other observations 
and recomendations, 


Erogram Develonuent 

The Agricultural Experiment Station at Hadda Sham was visited to 
determine whether it could be considered for experimental and demon- 
stration work, It will be necessary to await soil and water analyses 
before further consideration. 


A trip was made to Wadis Khulais and Us Fan in company with Dr, 
Glen Brown, Chief of Natural Resources Division, Mr, Browme Majors, 
drilling superintendent, and Mr, Thomas J, Moon, The purpose of the 
trip was to select a drilling site in the vicinity of land suited to 
crop production, Car trouble prevented inspection of the areas, The 
second trip was attempted March 26th, but a dust and sand storm caused 
us to turn back. The crops, soils and irrigation engineer specialists 
are badly needed for determinations of this kind. 


Agreements & Requests (None) 


Frogram Information 

More than a dozen photo negatives showing agricultural scenes in 
Al Hasa, Asir Tihama and Hejaz areas were supplied to our Program 
Director, 























Tec’ pera oF othe 

When first coming to Saudi Arabia last 1952), FAO's plan for 
Saudi Arabia as presented to me in Rome was that it would begin an agri- 
cultural program in Wadi Gizan, For the first year or 18 months, this 
program would be concerned with the establishment of an educational 
institution, an experiment station and a detailed soil survey of Wadi 
Gizan, [Extension work was to then follow, 








The FAO Mission here apparently has had difficulty in obtaining 
financial support from the SAG to initiate its program, Work was to have 
started in Wadi Gizan last fall (1952), As yet no personnel has been 
stationed there. Recently FAO added an extension specialist to its 
staff, 


TCA's planned approach to improve agriculture in Saudi Arabia was 
set forth in my Monthly Activity Report for February 1953. The plan, 
of course, had been developed much earlier, The Director of the FAO 
Mission and I have discussed FAQ's and TCA's proposed initial approaches 
to the common agricultural objective in Saudi Arabia at various times 
since November 1952, It is now my opinion that if FAO does not obtain 
government funds to build a dam in Wadi Gizan and establish an experiment 
station and agricultural school in that area, its. efforts will be directed 
toward a type of program now planned: by TCA. FAO has considerable per- 
sonnel and several surveys have been made during the past two years, all 
of which bear upon development in the Tihama with the exception of the 
survey on dates, The TCA Division of Agriculture does not have one 
agricultural specialist in any of the basic fields of agriculture at 
this time so that projects can be developed and community or area pro- 
grams initiated, 


Establishing an initial program of agricultural improvement, and 
getting it under way is of some significance to TCA when it is one of 
two agencies attempting to start individual programs of work at the same 
time, in the same country and with the same ultimate objective, At 
present the mutual relationships of personnel of the two agencies are 
excellent, and there is an expressed interest by both to prevent over- 
lapping of functions and to cooperate in every way possible. 


WEdens:o 
Ve his Dunaway 


fen seures or smn O 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
February 2), 1953, 
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MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. John A, Dunaway, Acting U. S. Director of 


Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Dr. W. J. Edens, Chief, Agriculture Division “/)) 
f 
RE: Monthly Activity Report - February, 1953, 


During this month, mch time has been given to commnication with 
the Saudi Arabian Department of Agriculture concerning its ow proposed 
plans for improving agriculture in the Kingdom, and the general plan of 
Point | Agriculture Division for accomplishing the same objective, 
Shaikh Ahmed Obaid, Director of Agriculture, agrees that a real improve- 
ment program in agriculture mst begin with the farmers, but he places 
much emphasis on establishing large units of heavy earth-moving equipment 
and farm power implements that would be available to all farmers. This, 
of course, would be in a setting where the farmer now plows principally 
with a stick, uses very primitive hoes, and conducts most of his farming 
in relatively small fields with high wind-breaking dikes around the most 


of them. 


Early in the month the Director of Agriculture requested that I 
submit in writing the plan Point | expects to follow in improving 
agricultural standards in Saudi Arabia, The following general plan 
was forwarded to him in the Finance Minister's office: 


as 
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In cooperation with the Saudi Arabian Government, select 
rural commnities, or areas, in which to initiate programs 
of agricultural improvement. 


Station Point agricultural technicians and their Saudi 
Arabian counterparts in areas selected for agricultural 
improvement. Their objective will be to advise with and 
teach present and prospective farmers improved farming 
methods, thereby increasing production and raising the 
standard of living, Point | technicians will supervise 
and be responsible for all work undertaken, but will be 
assisted by their Saudi Arabian counterparts. 


c. In addition 


Ce 
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e. 
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In addition to technicians stationed in the various areas, 
Point | proposes to recruit a staff of specialists in the 
fields of agronomy (crops), animal husbandry, soils, 
entomology, horticulture and farm irrigation, These 
specialists will be responsible for providing guidance and 
assistance in each area program by being responsible for 
planning and supervising needed research, demonstrations, 
and other specific action programs for the purpose of 
improving farm practices pertaining to crops, livestock, 
insect pests and diseases, irrigation and land development, 
The Saudi Arabian Government will be expected to furnish 
counterparts to work with the specialists so that later they 
will be able to conduct such work without the aid of Point 
l, bechnicians, ‘The work of all specialists will be in 
cooperation with the technicians stationed in the areas, 


An experimental and demonstration plot of land will be 
established in appropriate areas where a modest program of 
experimentation will be conducted to determine the more 
desirable types and varieties of crops for farmers in the 
respective areas. Also this plot of land will be used for 
appropriate agricultural demonstrations, The local or 
central Government will be expected to provide the small 
acreage of land required for such plots. 


Since agricultural improvement programs will be a joint and 
cooperative effort by the SAG and Point , equipment and 
materials necessary to the effectiveness of Point l tech- 
nicians' work in the various areas will be supplied by the 
Saudi Arabian Government and Point | according to provisions 
of project agreements, which will be effected to meet the 
needs of designated commnities, areas, or specific action 


programs, 


In addition to this commnity, or area, approach to the 
renga of agrioulture in Saudi Arabia, it is the purpose 
of Point 


(1) To foster the improvement of Governmental services 
to agricultural producers by assisting in the 
development of a strong Department of Agriculture 
which will place increased emphasis on agricultural 
research and extension work, 


(2) To develop 
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(2) To develop greater confidence on the part of farmers 
of Saudi Arabia in the services which their Government 


will provide. 


(3) Furnish technical assistance to the Government in 
establishing on-the-job training for farmers in major 
farm enterprises, and in organizing elementary agricul- 
ture instruction. 


(4) To encourage the development of new farm lands where 
sufficient water is available, and where such develop= 
ment appears economically feasible. 


(5) To provide technical assistance to the Government in the 
development of a farm marketing program, 


Later when discussing the above plan with Shaikh Obaid, he stated. that 
he concurred in it from A to Z, That, of course, the future will determine, 


Recently, another meeting was held with the Director of Agriculture, 
At that time he wanted to know approximately the amount of funds he should 
allot in his next fiscal budget for cooperation with Point ), This was the 
first concrete step taken to recognize the TCA program, Following this 
meeting, a letter was forwarded to the Finance Minister, Shaikh Abdullah 
Sulaiman, which set forth estimated budgetary items on a single commnity 
basis pertaining to (1) land for experimental and demonstration plot, 
(2) importation of improved livestock, poultry, plants and seeds, (3) mater- 
ials and labor for reparing and building irrigation dikes, digging diversion 
ditches, repairing and constructing small earthern dams, and leveling land 
for better irrigation practices (l) commmity farm workshop, (5) equipment 
and materials for demonstrating the control of insect pests and plant 
diseases, (6) equipment shed and storage rooms, (7) petroleum produtts for 
travel vehicles, and (8) Saudi agricultural counterparts and their mainten- 
ance, This letter is now being translated for transmittal. 


The Natural Resources Division is now drilling a well near El Darb 
where housing will be constructed for TCA technicians, The structure will 
conform largely to native design and will be constructed of native materials, 
Mr. Moon accompanied the drillers to El Darb for the purpose of selecting the 
camp site, It is my recommendation that the exploratory wells for irrigation 
_ water be drilled and proven before actual construction of lodging quarters is 
started, 


The lack 
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The lack of agricultural technicians for initiating agricultural 
improvement work is of greatest concern at present. When arriving in 
Jidda last fall, I was confident that specialists in the major agricul- 
ture fields would be on the job by the first of this year. At present 
none of these men are here. The Saudis have been raising the question 
concerning when work will actually get underway ever since my arrival. 
I now find that I cannot answer their queries as well as I could last 
fall, In fact, the matter is becoming somewhat embarrassing, Further- 
more, the best working half of the year is slipping away and the hot 
summer will soon arrive, 


Despite the approaching hot season, it is hoped that technicians 
will soon be arriving, and that they will be relatively mature men of 
successful experience and well grounded in their chosen specialties, 


During the month time has been given to program phasing for 
improving agriculture in El Darb area, This includes (1) types of 
improvement relative to extension services in crops, livestock, poultry, 
land reclamation and use, vocational instruction in agriculture for 
adults and young people; (2) personnel requirements - TCA and Saudi; 

(3) travel equipment; (h) housing, and (5) estimated equipment and 
supplies for the first year. 


A three-day trip has been made in the vicinity of Jidda to observe 
farming conditions and practices during the winter months, 


To date, it has been necessary for the Chief of the Agriculture 
Division to write in longhand all memoranda, letiers, program outlines, 
reports of all kinds, and submit the same to pooled typists. It is 
hoped that this kind of drudgery will soon be terminated by the provision 
of secretarial assistance, 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia 
January 26, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO: John A, Dunaway 
Acting U. S. Director of Technical 


Cooperation in Saudi Arabla 


FROM; William J, Edens, Chief 
Agriculture Division 


RE: Activities for January, 1953 


Having made a general survey of farming conditions in the Asir, with special 
emphasis on the El Darb area, attention has been given to plans for developing an 


agricultural improvement program at Hl Darb, 


As pointed out previously, £1 Darb is approximately 400 miles from Jidda 
and can be reached only by traveling a very difficult road, Three days are 
required to make the trip one way, A minimum of two vehicles (4-wheel drive) 
for safety purposes is required, and drums of gasoline must be taken along in 
addition to camping equipment, food, tools and spare parts for the vehicles, 


Since El Darb is a primitive village, there are no living quarters 
available or suitable for technicians, Thus housing is one first major 
problem. Plans have been drafted for the erection of a simple structure 
conforming to native architecture, the same to be built as much as possible out 
of native materials. A building site will be selected between the village of 
El Darb and open land to the northwest which is being considered for agricultural 
development. Monthly reports for November and December of 1952 give detailed 


information concerning the El Darb area, 


A well is to be drilled in the near future at the camp site where living 
quarters are to be constructed. Mr. Thomas J. Moon, his interpreter, a driver, 
a cook and a guard are now enroute to Hl Darb to select the camp site, This 
trip required two Dodge power wagons, and considerable equipment, Technicians 
cannot depend on local living accommodations in any of -the farming areas in 
this country, The camp site and well are to be so located that the well can 
be used to irrigate an experimental and demonstration plot of land. 


Considerable thought has been given to getting the trail, or road, from 
Jidda to Gizan improved, This would greatly stimulate the reclamation of land 
in the Tihama Area of the Asir, At present the transportation of produce 
from that area to the populated centers of Jidda, Mecca and Medina is almost 


impossible, 
During the month two meetings have been held with the Director General of 
Agriculture, On these occasions discussions centered around his suggested 


agricultural units (equipment and personnel) to be established in various 
farming areas for the purpose of assisting farmers, and the general plan of 


procedure/ 


—— 


—— 


€S6T *‘Aazenuee —- gin amorupy —- SH2lHO CTHid Woud Sluodmwe KIHLNOW 











SS 


-2- 


procedure Point 4 expects to follow in developing agricultural improvement 
programs, These meetings have been profitable in providing a common basis of 
understanding relative to the approaches to agricultural problems in Saudi 
Arabia. The bottleneck to initiating an aggressive program by the Agriculture 
Division is the lack of housing and personnel, 


A report on the Asir trip has been completed and submitted to the Country 
Director, 


Mr. John M, Amos, Entomologist, arrived January 15, However, due to ill- 
ness, it became necessary for him to enter the hospital at the Dhahran Air 
Force Base Hospital. Plans at present are for Mr. Amos to return to the 
United, States. 


December 29, 1952 


MEXORANDUM TO: Mr. John Dmaway 


Acting U. S. Director 


FROM: W. J. Bdens. «- saw Diy t ep a. te 
ah itvad a “Ghist, Ageieuure Division on ae ths 


ris Montinly Reports ~ Hovarioer ani Dooasbor - ~ 1952, 


During the past two months, arin have been made to additional areas 
of, Saudi Arabia to further familiarize the writer with agricultural conditions 
and needs, Also, contacts have been made in and out of government..circles 
pertaining to agricultural problems, 


The first area visited during this report period was Wadi Hudda, northeast 
of Jidda. Water in this wadi is supplied by both soils and dibbils, A number 
of. farms were visited. Crops growing,were dates, cucumbers, a few benanes 
on,one farm, melons, sweet potatoes, okra, beans, corn, sorghum and millet, 
One farm is attempting to grow a few grapefruit and oranges. Homes of Hudda 
Village were constructed principally, of mud-brick and palm leaves, There were 
several stores of the most primitive type, The village has a school that 
teaches reading, writing and the Koran, 


The Government Farm, located about two miles up the wadi from the village, 
ig.operated,by a Prince, according to farm attendants, He was away, but in 
being conducted about the farm, the irrigation system vas noted, Water came 
from-a dibble and some from wadi soils - crops consisted of sweet potatoes, 
cucumbers, okra, beans, cotton, corn, radishes, tomato plants, cabbage plants, 
Bermuda, grass. anda small amount of alfalfa, Some young dates had been set . 
4 short distance down the wadi from the village water was standing in low 
places, The government farn might be suitable for a demonstration farm for 
the entire Jidda area, 


Wadi Khuleis was visited and it is located about 80 kilometers northeast 
of Jidda. It is reached, by traveling the SAM road beyond village Usfan and 
then teking the left.fork. Several farms are located in this wadi. However, 
the largest one is omed by Sheikh Ahmed Fakhri, Director, Bureau of Mines 
and Foreign. Companies, Sheikh Pakhni wes interpreter to the I, S, Agricultural 
Mission of 1942, This farm had an excellent crop of sorghim. Other crops 
growing were grapes, oranges, bananas (not. doing well) sweet potatoes and some 
cotton plants for home use, The grapes,and oranges had not been set very long. 


This farm has 4 wells with water, standing within <5. feet of the surface. 
It also has diversion dams to make use of wadi soils, Water pwaps were running 
at two of the wells with a.4 inch delivery. The soild appeared to be deep and 
fertile, The wadi area to the south spreads out toa flat valley bottom and 
appears to be suitable for farming should water be provided, More time should 
be spent looking over this area before appraising it for reclamation. The 
village was very small, 


November..1, ,our offices were moved to the new office building constructed 
by the SAG. in Baker Compound, Household furniture arrived fromthe States and 
Mrs, Sdens arrived pumas, 3. 


l as@iatane 1 : y ‘eit! 





THO CISIG WOoUd SLYOdTE ATHLNOW 


™ 
2. 


Sf 


NTINOTYoV — 


—- m7 


USENAOA GNV UWSEANSAON 








' Plans were made with the Natural Resources Division to make a trip to 
Wadi Itwad and Abha in the Asir - Wadi Itwad had been selected by the Country 
Director of TCA and the Saudi Deputy Finance Minister to be one of the two 
wadis where the million dollar package program would be developed. Dr. Glenn 
Brown had assured the two that there was adequate underground water that could 
be used for irrigation purposes to develop a large tract of land northwest of 
El Darb, a village located on Wadi Itwad. It was the opinion of the Chief of 
the Agriculture Division, that a visit should be made by agricultural personnel 
to this proposed farm development site before incorporating the same ina 
Project Agreement. This was not done. Many factors are involved in 4 program 
of land reclamation anywhere and at anytime, 


A detailed report is being prepared on the trip to the Asir, However, the 
remaining part of this report gives briefly a description of £1 Darb and, Abha 
areas, , 


B Derb 


El Darb is a village of approximately 200 houses, and a population of, 1600, 
It is located some 20 kilometers inland from the Red Sea on the south bank of 
Wadi Itwad. Three villages are located up the wadi from El Darb, and ten villages 
are found between El Darb and the Red Sea, These villages have an average popu- 
lation of 160 each according to the estimate of the Bl Darb Amir, The homes are 
constructed of mud or md and stick walls with thatch roofs, and the mode of 
living is very primitive. The basic bread cpop is Durra and meat is supplied 
principally by sheep and goats, A few vegetables are grown when there is 
sufficient rainfall. The annual rainfall is estimated to be 8 to 10 inches, 
Rain guages have not been installed, 





The commmnity of El Darb appears to have adequate farm lands which are 
diked to receive water fron wadi soils, When rainfall is distributed fairly 
well throughout the rainy season, better use is made of water coming down the 
wadi, Otherwise diversion dams are washed out and little water is received by 
the fields which are ready at all times to receive water from the soils. Fields 
in the El Darb community will exceed 1000 acres, 


About 10 kilometers northwest of £1 Darb is found a large tract of land 
that appears to be well suited to the production of crops should water be pro- 
vided for irrigation, The soil is a silt loam and of fair fertility. It lies 
well and the cost of land leveling should be at a minimm, Water resources 
surveys made by the Natural Resources Division indicate that there is sufficient 
water stored beneath the surface to make the irrigation of much of this land 
feasible. Test wells are to be drilled by the Natural Resources Division at an 
early date to determine the amount of water that can be made available, 


In the development of a commmity improvement program in the El Darb area, 
it should be pointed out that this area is in a remote section of the coutry and 
is reached from Jidda by a three day journey over a trail which is rough and 
rocky almost beyond description in many places, Some are practically impossible, 
It will be necessary to provide housing accommodstions for technicians which 
should be air conditioned during the severe hot season of several months, Some 
kind of medical assistance should be provided in case of emergencies and radio 
commnication facilities will be essential, Personnel for work in this area should 
be unmarried or men who are willing to be away from their families for long periods 
of time,and who are willing to live under rugged conditions, Food and water 

des will be problems, ‘The above items are mentioned because they 1 

att ie i. 5 of ' we 






Pupon returning to Jidda, plans vere made to begin writing the Long-Term 
Btional Plan in Agriculture for Saudi Arabia. 


ABHA 


Abha is the capital of Asir and it is centrally located in that province. 
Its population is aporoximately 3000. Conmmity organization is quite evident 
by the existing service institutions. Homes of the people are very substantial 
with architectural design complimentary to any city, 


Farms in the Abha community and those of adjoining wadis and villages 
are carefully terraced to make use of all available water and to eonserve the 
soil. Farm houses of durable construction and they possess the same architectural 
design found in Abha. Crops grown include wheat, berley, alfalfa, durra, onions, 
eggplant, peppers, pumpkins, tomatoes, pears, apples, grapes, young citrus, plums, 
peaches, mulberries, olives, figs and pwngranate. Some of these are of little 
consequence, The common crop rotation is to follow wheat and barley with 
vegetables, All barn-yard manure is conserved and placed on the fields. It is 
the only fertilizer used, 

It is believed that Abha would readily respond to a community improvement 
program, Definite efforts are now being made to improv e health, education, and 
agriculture, Consequently Abha, with technical assistan nee, could become a model 
for community improvement throughout the comtry, 

It is suggested that seri ous ¢ ing constructing 

supply would 
1 desirable land 
is limited by 


greatly increase agricultural | cenit on in the entire wadi, 
has been brought under cultiva tion. How ever, its productivity i 
inadequate water supply and cultural practices, 


helpi 
a dam in Wadi Abha near the old 3 , hi adéitional water 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia = 


October 25, 1952 





MEMORANDUM TO: Dr, Stratton, Country Director, TCA 
FROM: W. J. Edens, Chief, Division of Agriculture 


RE: Monthly Operations Report, Division of Agriculture 
for Saudi Arabia, October, 1952 


The Chief, Division of Agriculture, arrived in Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia September 25, 1952, Following arrival and until October 8, 
1952 time was spent visiting Government officials and studying farms 
and farm problems in the most important agricultural area of Eastern 
Saudi Arabia including Qatif, Dammam, Hofuf and Al-Kharj, 


Farm organization and operations were similar in the various 
communities visited, All production is by irrigation andthe farm 
enterprises observed were dates, alfalfa, rice, squash, cucumbers, 
watermelons, a few citrus trees, cattle, sheep, goats and donkeys, 
Camels are common throughout the area but are used primarily by 
bedouins for transportation, One farm was growing a small amount 
of sugar cane with a fair degree of success, A common problem to 
all farms is poor soil drainage, particularly along the coastal area, 
where the water table appears to be within 12 to 18 inches of the 
surface, Other items needing attention are proper spacing of plants 
--especially dates, crop-soil adaptation, soil fertility, crop rota- 
tions, prolific crop varieties, plant and animal diseases, scarcity 
of forage crops for livestock and the marketing of dates, Quite 
obvious was the need for following better health and sanitary prac- 
tices by the people in all areas, 


The water supply in the areas visited comes from natural 
springs and dug or drilled wells, Spring water is much in pre- 
ponderance. The supply of water is fairly adequate for lands now 
irrigated. There are other lands that can be brought under culti- 
vation with additional water supply and/or by better conservation 
practices, Most soils observed are salty, due to poor drainage, 
Better drainage of the land would not only lower the water table 
and promote better aeriation, but would result in leaching salts 
from the surface and subsurface soils and greatly improve condi- 
tions for plant growth, This would permit growing a greater variety 
of crops in quantities to be of considerable value in improving 
dietary practices of the people. Local markets could be better 


supplied. 
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A visit to the Royal farms at Al-Kharj made it possible to observe a 
more modern type of farming. The general manager of these farms is a citi- 
zen of the United States from the State of Texas, Under his supervision 
with the aid of American and Sudi assistants and local laborers, the farms, 
with a total acreage of approximately 3,000 acres, are producing mich food 
for the Royal family at Riyadh and for the King's stables, About 45 differ- 
ent truck crops are produced each year, Much alfalfa is cut for hay, Some 
Sudan grass and maize, wheat, barley and oats are produced. All production 
is by irrigation, The water is pumped from mammoth springs, Livestock con- 
sists of horses, dairy cattle, camels and poultry, Dairy and poultry prod- 
ucts are shipped daily to Riyadh, 


Eastern Saudi Arabia has felt greatly the impact of a large growing oil 
industry for the past decade, The Arabian American Oil Company has been a 
ready market for the Saudis’ surplus labor after it is trained for the many 
jobs, This company is providing many commnity services for its thousands 
of employees, including education and health, Its oil production is also 
providing the Saudi Arabian Government with an annual income undreamed of a 


few years ago, 


Since coming to Jidda, only one visit has been made in the field, This 
visit was to Wadi Fatima which is about 20 miles east of Jidda, Additional 
visits to all important agricultural areas in Western Saudi Arabia are pend- 
ing contractual agreements for various phases of Point 4 work, On the basis 
of water resources surveys several areas have been suggested to the Saudi 
Arabian Government for initiating agriculture, health, education, and water 
development programs, This Government is now in the process of considering 


the matter, 


The following is a list of persons whom I have met who represent the 
Saudi Arabian Government and some of the Kingdom's provinces and villages: 


H, EB, Shaikh Abdullah Sulaiman, Finance Minister 

H, E, Shaikh Sulaiman Hamad, Deputy Minister of Finance 

Sayyid Ahmed Obaid, Director of Agriculture Administration 

Sadek Bey Husseini, TCA Liaison Officer 

H, H, Amir Saud Ibn Abdullah Ibn Jiluwi, Governor of Al Hasa 

H, H, Amir Abdul Muksin Ibn Abdulla Ibn Jiluwi of the Dammam District 

H, E, Shaikh Abdulla Ibn Adwan, Superintendent, Office of the Minister 
of Finance of Dammam 

Tbrahim El Geyhimam, Lawyer of Finance, and in charge of all Govern- 
ment palms in the province of Al Hasa 

Amir Mohamed El Mehana of Oen in Hasa 

Dr, Hussein Badawi, Agricultural Inspector of the Royal Farm in Dammam 

Abdullah Bin Nasra Alla, Chief and religious leader of Qatif 


Meetings with some of the above have been brief, Others have been for 
considerable periods of time when Point 4 and local agriculture have been 
discussed, I have met a considerable number of farmers in Eastern Saudi 
Arabia and several in Wadi Fatima, 


When in Dhahran, I had the privilege of visiting with the following 
personnel of Aramco: 


Mr, L, M. Snyder, Vice President in Charge of C ement 
Nir. W, Burleigh, Assistant Director of Goverment Relatio 
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Mr. W, E, Palmer, Government Relations 
Mr, J, G, Hamilton, Agricultural Consultant 
Mr. George Rentz, Director of Research, et al 


Personnel arriving in Jidda this month consists of the Chief of the 
Division and one technician, Mr. Thomas J, Moon, whose specialty is ex- 
tension irrigation farming, Other personnel will be arriving when housing 
becomes available and areas are located for the beginning of work, 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION ADMINISTRATION 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia 





September 5, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO; Mr, John A. Dunaway, Acting U. S, Director 
of Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 


FROM: Robert D, Dolley, Chief, Education Division sio— 


RE: Monthly Report - August 1953 - Educational 
Activities 


The month of August has been a combination of frustration and 
progress in Education. Lack of advice as to funds available for the 
fiscal year made it impossible to answer queries from trainees whose 
scheduled programs had been cancelled or to take steps towards the 
continuance of the Commercial School, This situation, coupled with 
constant inquiries about training services that were difficult to 
answer under the circumstances, made it hard to plan the preparation 
of the large over-all school development project recently requested 
by the SAG Government, 


The bottleneck was broken upon receipt of advice the latter part 
of the month as to funds available for FY 54, However, the problem 
of pulling ends together and clearing the backlog of business has 
not been entirely solved, Contacting trainees who have left the 
country and finding SAG officials gone on vacations has slowed pro~ 
gress, The Minister of Interior, who has to sign the Commercial School 
agreement, is in France, His time of return is uncertain, but it is 
thought he will return during the first week in October, Until the 
project is signed, it does not seem possible to operate the school 
during the interim within the routine of business procedures required 
by the Embassy, one of which is contractual agreements with full 
and part-time local personnel, Indefinite contracts for part-time 
employees may be possible providing other clearance requirements can 
be satisfied within time to meet an opening date within thirty days, 
but full-time employees, such as the former assistant director, would 
want assurance of contimed employment which only the Jidda Commercial 
School Commission can assure under the provisions of the Project, 

The Commission feels that until they officially have funds available 
it would be unwise to enter into any kind of binding personnel agree- 
ments, 


The solution of the problem of reopening the Commercial School 
on schedule depends to some degree on the evolution of events and 
some interim emergency arrangements that at the moment have not been 
devised. The final determination of an operational budget for education 


y 


during the current fiscal year may provide a way for the emergency 
operation of the Commercial School until the project can be signed 
and the Commission organized for business, It is hoped that this 
may transpire, The Commission is ready to function just as soon as 
the project can be signed, 
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A serious effort to find candidates who can meet AUB entrance 
requirements has been made. There is a possibility of one in 
Health, but otherwise it does not look promising, Please see July 


report, 


The School Development Project stil] remains of major interest 
to the SAG, Much thought has gone into the proper approach to this 
extremely large undertaking. In determining the proper method of 
carrying out the work of the project, several major items mst be 
considered, First is what kind of schools and curricula mst be 
provided, In Arabia this means starting at the very beginning and 
extending through higher education. Next is the plan of action, 


In considering the plan of action, the peculiar conditions of 
operational procedures and habits of the Government in Arabia have to 
be constantly borne in mind. The King makes the laws, Branches of 
Government are created, changed or eliminated by decree, The nation, 
although one of the oldest civilizations on earth, has not reached 
adolescence in the use and acceptance of modern-day facilities and 
organization, Islamic law of the purest historic nature regulates 
the lives of most people and cannot be set aside or ignored by any 
governmental agency, 


Slow moving governmental procedure is not geared to compatibility 
with the rapid action possible where the government of a kingdom is 
interested in getting something done. Impatience among persons with 
an object in view requires resourcefulness to retain the interest, 


This program therefore must move to stay alive. Because of 
the religious fath of the people, only those, of the faith can steer 
a course of action to avoid conflict in the eheassidie, of an 
educational program, Because of the state of development among the 
people to be helped, the program devised cannot be one of transplanting 
a modern school system with the standard accrediting provisions, The 
program must meet current conditions and provide for development, 


Financing can be easy or it can be impossible, There are more 
demands for Government money than there are funds, The most 
pressing obligations and demands usually are taken care of first 
under these conditions. Therefore, funds for long period usage some 
times are not available. Progress must stop in cases of shortage. 
This leads to many unfinished projects and frustration generally, The 
plan of action and development mst provide ways and means of avoiding 
a stoppage should this development program come into full bloom, 
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The formation of a School Development Commission to cooperate 
with TCA and handle joint funds, and particularly funds of Saudi 
Arabia, seems to have promise in overcoming or making possible the 
avoidance of many precarious problems, Such a commission would run 
interferance in many ways. Funds allocated to a joint account under 
the control of the Commission would not be available for other pressing 
obligations, Such a commission might be an extremely effective general 
liaison in all directions, 


Elementary and secondary schools to support higher institutions 
must be built and organized. The higher institution must strike 
first at terminal levels with compromised customarily considered 
standard entrance requirements. 


Development must extend over a number of years. Planning to 
take about a year before actual construction. Early construction to 
be on elementary and secondary schools in Jidda and the conversion 
of the King's palace in Taif to a terminal institution. 


Possibly, first building program to require the equivalent of a 
million dollars with increasing capital outlays during the following 
five years, Conceivably, all capital outlay costs to be borne by 
the Saudi Government, The actual planning and organizational 
arrangements and scheduling to be done by TCA, 


There are many other essential considerations such as training 
teachers and building instructional materials, all of which hardly 
exist at the moment, But in a very broad sense it may be gathered 
that the undertaking is difficult, extremely valuable and requiring 
planning action at once. 


In this connection it should be pointed out that at least two 
technicians, one in school planning and development and the other 
a school architect, should be sent to the field at once if TCA is 
to follow through on this requested program, Further, a minimum 
amount of funds to activate a joint account with a school development 
commission should be made available within this year's budget should 
the project proposal be acceptable to both cooperating governments, 


The problem of secretarial assistance is growing increasingly 
serious, With no local assistance and no secretarial help, pro- 
fessional production is impossible in view of the ever increasing 
demand for professional and technical consultation and advice, Two 
of the four administrative secretaries are scheduled to leave within 
weeks which will obviously reduce the volume of copy work now being 
handled, With the technical staff of the Mission doubled, the outlook 
for clerical aid is more than discouraging, 


The formula for determining budgets for the Mission is such 


de 


that only one project for education can be conducted. This is 
extremely unfortunate in view of the projects planned and the demand 
for educational assistance. It is hoped that additional funds may 
be made available, 


Interest in training grants remains high. It is expected that 
increasing numbers of applicants will continue for several months, 
The field is in serious need of regular official reports on trainees 
in the U. S, in order to give proper support and to advise officials 
concerning progress, Inability to respond to requests for information 
makes the position of the Educational Division difficult on many 
occasions. 


Jidde, Saudi Arabia 


August 2, 1953 


MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, John 4. Dunaway, Acting J.3, Director 


of Technical Cooperation in Saudi Arabia 
PROM: Robert D, Dolley, Chief, Bducation Division 


RE: Monthly Report ~ July 1953 ~ Educational Activities 
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Edueation Monthly Report 


July, 1953 
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planning and operation cf both an in-service and tional 
sehogl, sepetially for the ral road als 
parallels a similar request from the Arabian » whieh 


their operation in Dhahran with a view of rendering technical 
assistance and otherwise planning the preparation of a project. 
No funds being available for travel, it 1s imposeible to comply 
with this request, 


The Minister of Finance has requested recomendations 
from the Educational Mission with a view to the physical develop 
ment of an edudational system involving an expenditure of 10 millions 
or more. 


B. There has been little participation on the part of the 
host government or its officials in the educational program during 
the past month, In fact, no effort has been mde to contact these 
officials because of the inability of the representatives of the 
Mission to offer any solution to the current requests that have 
been made by the host government. (ntil some firm position finan- 
cially can be found for the TCA Education Division with respect to 
funds and budget, relatively little can be done in the way of answer- 
ing the rather heavy demands on the part of local officials for 
assistance, 


GC. There has been an unusual amount of interest in training 
grants, During the past month more than 33 conferences with pros 
pective trainees have been held, The lack of a local assistant has 
inereased the routine responsibility placed on the Chief of Education 


the next 10 days in order to his scheduled training program 
which was approved some three months ago, It is important 
that made for these approvals at the earliest 





